
 
 
 

Statement by Harney County Court on End of the Occupation 
 
The occupation at the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge is over. Law enforcement will now be 
able to begin the process of clearing booby traps and processing the crime scene. Let’s be clear, 
armed occupation of federal property is a crime, it is not a peaceful protest, and the illegal 
taking of federal property is a matter rightly dealt with by the FBI.  
 
There are underlying issues that still need to be addressed. Management of federal land is one 
we have been working on for years, and we will continue this work. Harney County has made 
some positive steps forward through collaborative processes, but there is a long way to go. In 
addition, the re-sentencing of Dwight and Steve Hammond should be dealt with in a legal 
manner and we will support those efforts. 
 
In the meantime, the occupation and continued presence of militia groups in Harney County 
continues to cause division in the county and every community within. Calls for thousands of 
people to descend on Burns are very troubling. Continued militia presence in Harney County 
will only serve to delay any meaningful work on the issues that need to be addressed.  
 
We are very grateful that the occupation ended peacefully and we look forward to the day 
when our community is ours, once again. 
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