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Harney County Court Minutes 

January 16, 2008 

 

→The Harney County Court convened January 16, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s office.  

Members present were, Judge Steven E. Grasty and Commissioners Jack Drinkwater and Dan 

Nichols.  Also present were, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor and County Clerk, Maria Iturriaga. 

 

→Public attending were, Mary Ausmus, Sam Kaiser, Patty Dorroh, Karen Moon, Tim Smith, 

Darlene Winfield, Paul Hyland and Debbie Raney from the Burns Times Herald. 

 

→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

→Financial and Statistical reports were reviewed and vouchers paid by court’s signature. 

 

→Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the January 2 and January 9, 2008 

county court minutes as presented.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

→Mary Ausmus, inquired as to how many out of the current parolees needed transitional 

housing.  Judge Grasty said he did not know the exact number but it was not a large number, 

however the Sheriff would know and she needed to ask him.  She also asked if the reported 

$4800 spent on the parolees last year was the total for all parolees or per person. Judge Grasty 

said it was total for all.  

 

→The court discussed them attending the January 22 joint meeting of Harney, Malheur, Baker 

and Grant County Courts to elect District 60
th

 State Representative to fill Rep. Tom Butler’s 

unexpired term.  Judge Grasty stated that Malheur County has set up the meeting since they are 

the most populous county for this process. Judge Grasty and Commissioner Nichols will attend 

the meeting. Commissioner Drinkwater is unable to attend but will participate via telephone and 

fax machine.  Tim Smith, candidate for the District 60
th

 position stated that he was pleased they 

would be attending.    

 

→Patty Dorroh, Executive Director of the Harney County Commission on Children and Families 

seeking reappointment of several Board members. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to re-

appoint Ann Vloedman, Michelle Bradach and Joyce Moser to the Board as recommended with 

terms expiring December 2011. Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

→Karen Moon, Watershed Council Coordinator, was present to discuss the Watershed Council’s 

Groundwater Investigation Report.  She requested the court write a letter of support for the 

project so they can go ahead with funding sources.  After discussion the court was hesitant in 

writing a letter of support until they have the opportunity to read the document and talk to 

operators to see where they stand on this important issue. Commissioner Nichols expressed 

concern with the confidentiality issue of the data.  This issue will be on the agenda next county 

court meeting.  

 

→The court briefly discussed the Intergovernmental Agreement between Harney County and 

Lake County Lake County Mental Health Services to provide continued limited administration 

services of the Lake County Mental Health Program for up to six months, from January 1, 2008 
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to June 30, 2008 as discussed at last county court meeting.  Judge Grasty stated he was 

comfortable moving ahead with it as Harney County will be reimbursed a 100% commitment.  

Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement with Lake 

County Mental Health Services.  Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. Harney Behavioral Health will do general oversight, provide mental health 

services and assist with the fiscal financial piece.    

 

→The court reviewed a road naming application regarding the assignment of a new road name 

and readdressing of parcels that use the road access 0.22 miles east of Reno Rd in Sec. 4 of 

Township 24South Range 30East north of Hwy. 20 W.  The affected addresses include 27667, 

27669, and 27671 Hwy. 20 West. This is a private access road and the petitioners are requesting 

the road be named Starvation Ridge Road.  Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve 

resolution 2008-02 naming said private road Starvation Ridge Road.  Commissioner Nichols 

seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

→Judge Grasty updated the court on the Association of Oregon Counties Public Lands & 

Natural Resources Committee Meeting which he chairs.  He reported on the Blue Mountains 

National Forest Plan Revision, Eastern Oregon Rural Alliance, Western Oregon Plan Revision, 

Federal Forest Advisory Committee, which Judge Grasty is also a member.  He reported that 

there is a coalition working on the federal forest payment crisis.  He also reported that AOC has 

three resolutions sent to NACo on roadless area conservation, clean water act and Northern 

Rockies Protection Act.  He also went over the work plan for the committee for 2008.  

 

→Brandon McMullen, Planning Director, was in attendance to discuss the Planning Commission 

by-laws.  Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the by-laws as recommended by 

the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Discussion followed.  There were 

concerns and questions regarding geographic boundary areas and the statement of “not more than 

two voting members shall be engaged in the same kind of occupation, business, trade or 

profession”.  The court directed Mr. McMullen to address these issues with county counsel and 

bring the by-laws back to the court.  By consensus the motion was withdrawn.  

 

→There was also discussion regarding Planning Commission members expired terms.  Mr. 

McMullen was asked to also work on that issue. 

 

→Judge Grasty shared two letters from the DEQ, one, regarding Compliance Inspections of the 

Riley, Frenchglen and Fields Landfills and the other regarding draft solid waste disposal site 

permit renewals for Harney County Landfills. 

 

→The court reviewed public notice of water use requests from Oregon Water Resources 

Department. There were no objections expressed by the court to any of the requests. 

 

→After some general discussion the county court meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Maria Iturriaga, CCC 

Harney County Clerk  


