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HARNEY COUNTY COURT MINUTES 
JANUARY 2, 2008 

 
→The Harney County Court convened January 2, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s 
office.  Members present were, Judge Steven E. Grasty, and Commissioner Dan Nichols.  
Commissioner Drinkwater was unable to attend. Also in attendance were, Kerry Landers, 
Road Supervisor and County Clerk, Maria Iturriaga. 
 
→Public attending were, Sam Kaiser, Vern Brown, Chris Siegner, Mary Ausmus, Randy 
Parks from the Burns Times Herald, Bob Morehead, Barbara Cannady, Bill Wilber and 
Wayne Baron. 
 
→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the December 19, 2007 minutes as 
mailed.  Judge Grasty seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Mary Ausmus presented the court with a list of questions regarding the proposed 
transitional housing which is mandated by law.  Judge Grasty encouraged her to attend 
the upcoming meetings scheduled on this issue.  The questions will be given to the 
Sheriff as questions are legitimate and valid and need to be addressed.  Judge Grasty 
noted that state law requires counties to provide transitional housing to inmates returning 
from the state prison system to their counties of residence and do not have a place to stay.  
  
→Sam Kaiser, expressed concerns regarding the transitional housing issue.  He stated 
that we cannot afford it and that those parolees do not deserve “first class housing” or 
first class treatment.  He also noted that he does not agree with grant funding because 
when the grant funds runs out the tax payers are left to fund the program.  The court also 
encouraged him to attend the meetings and express his concerns. 
 
→Bob Morehead, was in attendance and expressed concern regarding the county’s 
involvement with The Nature Conservancy as they have not been friendly towards natural 
resource issues.  The court stated that they are treading cautiously, as they too were 
apprehensive because of their past record. However, the Nature Conservancy now has a 
new philosophy, is now trying to go in a different direction and doing something in 
regards to Forest Health issues.     
 
→Judge Grasty made a motion to sign a Court Order Appointing Dr. Yazholi 
Kanikkannan to be the official Harney County Health Officer for the year 2008.  
Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
   
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to sign a Court Order appointing Sandra L. 
Richards and Stephen Finlayson as Harney County Justices of the Peace Pro Tempore for 
the year 2008.  Judge Grasty seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  
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→Judge Grasty made a motion to sign a Court Order appointing Dr. Thomas Fitzpatrick 
to be the official Harney County Medical Investigator for the year 2008.  Commissioner 
Nichols seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to sign a Court Order appointing Burns Times 
Herald as the Harney County Newspaper for publication of County matters for the year 
2008.  Judge Grasty seconded.   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to sign Resolution #2008-01 resolving Harney 
County shall collect the maximum fee allowed by law to fund the Harney County Law 
Library according to ORS 21.350.  Judge Grasty seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Wayne Baron was in attendance to update the court on the 4R Recycling.  He stated 
that he has had tremendous community support with a lot of positive attitude however he 
needs volume.  Mr. Baron expressed concerns regarding the heating system in the 
building with heating oil price being so high.  Judge Grasty and Mr. Baron will be 
discussing this issue and see if other options could be utilized there.   
 
→After reviewing a Letter of Agreement between The Nature Conservancy and the 
Harney County Court agreeing to work together to accomplish mutually beneficial goals 
related to healthy forests and healthy communities. Commissioner Nichols made a 
motion to sign and approve the Letter of Agreement.  Judge Grasty seconded.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to appoint Judge Steven E. Grasty as Budget 
officer for 2008-2009.  Judge Grasty seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Vern Brown and Chris Siegner from Harney Behavioral Health were in attendance to 
update the court on the Intergovernmental Agreement between Harney County and Lake 
County continuing the contract allowing Harney County Harney Behavioral Health to 
provide limited administration of the Lake County Mental Health Program for another six 
months, January 1, 2008 to June 30, 2008.  It was the consensus of the court that signing 
the agreement is not a problem however they would like to discuss it further. 
 
→There will be a special meeting on January 9 at 10:00 a.m. for the sole purpose of 
paying vouchers.  After adjournment of that special meting there will be a general work 
session which is also open to the public. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols reported on various meetings he has attended. 
 
→There, being no further business the meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maria Iturriaga, CCC 
Harney County Clerk 


