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HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING 
October 3, 2007 

 
The Harney County Court convened on October 3, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s 
office. Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack 
Drinkwater.  Also attending was, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor.  
 
Public attending were, Hoot Raney, John Andrews, Kyle Kaino, Kenneth Hill, Stan Attleberger, 
Christopher Rogers, Rick Des Ilets, Mary Ausmus, Ben Lindley and Teresa Raaf of the Forest 
Service and Debbie Raney of the Burns Times Herald. 
 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the September 20, 2007 minutes as mailed, 
Judge Grasty seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by Court’s signature. 
 
During the public comment portion of the meeting Kenneth Hill stated that he was interested in the 
road closure on 3935, that someone has put gates across it and it has been an open road, a green 
dot road for years. He asked if there was anything that could be done to get the road back open. He 
continued saying that the road is fenced on both sides and that it has had been posted with no 
trespassing signs so that nobody bothered it. Judge Grasty asked what “green dot road” means. Mr. 
Hill responded that it means it’s an open road to come through for hunting season. Commissioner 
Drinkwater asked about the location of the road. Mr. Hill said it is by King Mountain Lookout Road. 
Judge Grasty asked Teresa Raaf, Acting District Ranger on the Emigrant Creek Ranger District, if 
she knew anything about this issue. She indicated that Ben Lindley is the Forest Service Road 
Manager and that she would defer to him. Mr. Lindley said that the gates were installed by the private 
landowner, that there used to be two cattle guards, one on each end of Forest Service owned. He 
said that the Forest Service does not have a right-of-way but an easement to go through for 
administrative access only – in case of fires or things like that, so the private landowner actually has 
the privilege to lock up the road. He also noted that the property changed hands within the last four or 
five years. Discussion followed. Judge Grasty asked Ms. Raaf to see if the Forest Service had paid to 
have the road improved. Ms. Raaf said that she would like to get in touch with Alan Guthridge, right-
of-way expert for the Forest Service, and ask him to meet with Mr. Hill and discuss it. Commissioner 
Nichols suggested that someone should contact the landowner before pursuing any other action. A 
lengthy discussion followed. 
 
Mary Ausmus presented the Court with a portion of the Hospital Board minutes and opened a 
discussion regarding the issue of an old tax bill. After a short discussion Judge Grasty suggested that, 
with the Court’s approval, he would write a letter to Jim Bishop clarifying a few points regarding the 
old tax bill, the Court agreed. 
 
The Court took a five minute recess and then resumed the meeting with Teresa Raaf, Acting District 
Ranger for the Emigrant Creek Ranger District, who was present to talk about a proposal on Forest 
Road 47. Ms. Raaf began by saying that Forest Road 47 runs through the Forest and on either side 
of it are County Roads that have been improved with Federal Highway dollars. The proposal is that 
the Forest would like to ask the County’s support to pursue getting a Federal Highway designation for 
a stretch of Forest Road 47, it would be a Forest highway and once that designation is given the road 
becomes available to compete for Federal Highway dollars and improvements and jurisdiction passes 
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to the County. The caveat is that the County takes over road only when it’s reconstructed to County 
standards and that Federal Highway dollars will pay to get it there. Judge Grasty pointed out that up 
to the Forest boundary it is a County Road on either side. Ms. Raaf said they are proposing that the 
Forest Service and the County work in concert to try and get it designated as a Forest Highway. 
Discussion followed. It was the consensus of the Court to look at the section of road being discussed.  
 
Judge Grasty then mentioned that recently, during the legislative session, Peter Courtney and 
fourteen or fifteen other legislators made a trip to the southwest Oregon counties to talk about the 
crisis they are facing due to the loss of the Secure Rural Schools Act and the loss of timber 
payments. They are planning the same trip to Eastern Oregon starting in Pendleton on the 24th and 
end up in Burns on the morning of the 26th. Judge Grasty and Grant County Judge Mark Webb have 
suggested that the committee drive through the Forest on their way to Burns from Grant County. 
Discussion followed.  
 
John Andrews asked the County Court to take a leadership role in the dog situation. Discussion 
followed.  
 
Philip Petersen’s application for an approach off of Silver Creek Road was the next item of 
discussion. Judge Grasty asked Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor, for his thoughts on the application 
and Mr. Landers deferred to Hoot Raney because the approach actually accesses Mr. Raney’s land. 
Discussion followed. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to deny the application, Commissioner 
Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Court then discussed Resolution #2007-19 in the Matter of a Reserve for Nuisance Abatement 
Enforcement. Discussion followed regarding the amount of money to put into the reserve. 
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the Resolution with the transferred amount into 
Harney County Fund #219 being $25,000.00, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Judge Grasty asked Kerry Landers to talk about the budget implications of the purchase of the 
crusher. Mr. Landers said the crusher is going to be delivered after the first of the year and the 
County needs to switch some money around within the Road Department budget for it. The money is 
there but it is in a different line. He said that there is $500,000.00 in the budget for the purchase of 
rock which he will not buy because of the purchase of the crusher. Judge Grasty noted that there is 
also $900,000.00 in the Contingency, which requires a Resolution. Discussion followed. It was 
decided that a Resolution for County Court consideration would be presented by early December.  
 
The meeting recessed at 11:57 a.m. to conduct a road review on Hines Logging Road #127. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m., upon the Court’s return from the road review, with no action 
being taken. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Johnson 
Secretary, Harney County Court 
 
 


