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HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING 
November 7, 2007 

 
The Harney County Court convened on November 7, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s 
office. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack 
Drinkwater.  Also attending was County Court Secretary Sharon Johnson. 
 
Public attending were, Phil Kessinger, Barbara Cannady, Patty Dorroh, Tom Turner, Mary Ausmus, 
Phil Petersen, Carl Voegtly and Lauren Brown of the Burns Times Herald. 
 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the October 17, 2007 minutes as mailed, 
Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by Court’s signature. 
 
Judge Grasty informed those present that due to the funeral for Gordy Nelson being at 11 a.m., the 
agenda was not going to be followed exactly. The meeting would recess at 10:45 a.m. until 1 p.m. so 
that people could attend the funeral.  
 
During the Public Comment period, Phil Kessinger asked the Court’s feelings on the formation of a 
Rural Fire District. Commissioner Nichols stated that there is a need for a fire district but that it should 
come through the people due to the taxing implications. Commissioner Nichols also said that the 
County Court is willing to provide support in any way they can. Discussion followed.   
 
The Rock Creek Land Exchange was discussed briefly. It was the consensus of the Court to write a 
letter of support for the exchange.  
 
The application for approval to install an approach from a county road by Richard L. Raney was 
reviewed. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the application pending sign-off by 
Road Supervisor Kerry Landers, who was not present during the discussion, Commissioner Nichols 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Tom Turner was in attendance to discuss a county right-of-way that runs through his ranch. He would 
like to deed the eleven acres involved in the right-of-way to the County. He stated that the road has 
been maintained by the County and is used by the local people as well as the Eagle Picher Mine. 
Judge Grasty stated that the document should be looked over by County Counsel and Road 
Supervisor Kerry Landers before a decision to accept is made. Discussion followed. The Court 
thanked Mr. Turner for his generosity and explained that the deed would be reviewed and they would 
get back to him. 
 
The Court then reviewed a letter to the BLM and Forest Service regarding conditions on public lands 
and a related letter that Judge Grasty recommended sending to the Governor regarding poor federal 
forest health and the resulting poor community health. He said that the letter to the Governor was 
written by a committee of elected officials and that it could be changed if desired. He also said that a 
copy of the letter had been emailed to all of the Eastern Oregon Judges and Commissioners. Judge 
Grasty suggested that a decision be made later in the day allowing time for review of the letter. 
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Brandon McMullen, Harney County Planning Director, was present to provide information on a land 
use appeal filed by Thurston Inglis on the approval of an application by Randolph Hogrefe to establish 
a non-farm dwelling on land located off of Lava Bed Road near Princeton. Commissioner Nichols 
made a motion to hold an appeal hearing on December 5 at 2 p.m., Commissioner Drinkwater 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Court recessed at 10:45 a.m. and reconvened at 1 p.m. in the Basement Meeting room of the 
Courthouse for the discussion regarding water rights issues. 
 
Ivan Gall, Regional Manager for Eastern Region of Oregon Water Resources, was on hand to answer 
questions about water rights denials and surface and well water issues. Public present for the 
discussion: Mitch Willis, Darren Brumback, Karen Moon, Jackie Yorton, Susan Hammond, Steve 
Hammond, Roger Sheley, Dan Ahart, Charlene Teutsch, Fred Teutsch, Barbara Cannady, Bill Jones, 
Jane Jones, Tod Vanderdasson, Tom R. Davis, Tim Clemens, Tim Smith, Andy Root, Carl Voegtly, 
Don Nienke, Lauren Brown, Bill Wilber, Ken Smith, Laurence Rowley, Sharon Krettinger and Babe 
Hawk of the Watermaster’s office. Mr. Gall began the discussion by explaining the agency’s process 
for reviewing water rights applications. Commissioner Nichols asked how to make changes to the 
criteria used and how long would that take. Mr. Gall explained that process and finished by saying 
that water rights are not as easy to get as they were 30 or 50 years ago that a person should go 
through the permitting process, which will take about a year, and have the permit in hand before 
developing a system. Commissioner Drinkwater asked if there was any affect on existing water rights, 
Mr. Gall stated no. Commissioner Drinkwater then asked what if somebody drills a well and it affects 
your flow, then what? A lengthy discussion followed. Judge Grasty summarized the discussion by 
saying that it was his understanding that the people in the meeting want to know if there is a way to 
fix the blue lines on maps that are used in the review process and is there a waiver for people who 
already have a capital investment. Mr. Gall then offered to come back to participate in a two to three 
hour work session. Susie Hammond suggested that the venue to move forward through would be the 
Watershed Council. That portion of the meeting ended and the Court then returned to Judge Grasty’s 
office for the remainder of the County Court meeting.   
 
The public hearing on the adoption of the SE Regional Alliance 2007-2013 Regional Investment 
Strategy opened at 2:05 p.m. Those in attendance were Bill Wilber, Carl Voegtly and Sondra Lino of 
Greater Eastern Oregon Development Corporation, who had prepared the document. Ms Lino 
explained that generally the Strategy is updated every two years, but legislation has been amended 
to require a six year plan. She explained the changes and the process. Discussion followed. It was 
decided that the County Court would do a Resolution to adopt the Strategy at the November 21 
County Court meeting. The hearing closed at 2:30 p.m. 
 
The public hearing on the Ordinance requiring trichomoniasis testing on bulls opened at 2:30 p.m. 
Those attending were Lauren Brown of the Burns Times Harold, Carl Voegtly, Bill Wilber, Steve 
Hammond, Susie Hammond, Tim Smith, Stacy Davies, Elaine Davies, Scott Franklin, Dayle 
Robertson and Julie Weikel the State Field Veterinarian from the Oregon Department of Agriculture. 
Judge Grasty opened the hearing and noted that another hearing would be at the November 21 
County Court meeting at 2:30 p.m. and that an evening hearing would be set. He said that the Harney 
County ordinance was almost word for word the same as Malheur County’s ordinance and had been 
brought forward by the Cattlemen’s Association. A lengthy discussion followed. Several concerns with 
the Ordinance were brought up, those being 1) the need for a sunset clause; 2) the penalty being too 
vague and 3) who would handle enforcement? Most of those present at the end of the hearing were 
in favor or somewhat in favor of the testing but have reservations about the County being involved. It 
was the consensus of the Court to choose the date for the third public hearing at the next County 
Court meeting. The hearing closed at 4:05 p.m. 
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The Court resumed the discussion on the two letters regarding forest and community health. 
Consensus of the Court was to sign the letter to be sent to the BLM and the Forest Service and to 
sign and send the letter to the Governor as well.  
 
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to accept the contract with Arntz-Harris Construction 
Company, Inc. for the construction of the announcer’s booth at the Fairgrounds, Commissioner 
Drinkwater seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Judge Grasty informed the Court that Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor, had stopped by and signed off 
on the approach application by Richard Raney. 
 
The Court reviewed public notice of water use requests from Oregon Water Resources Department 
and no objections were expressed.   
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Johnson 
Secretary, Harney County Court 
 
  
 
 


