
HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING 
December 5, 2007 

 
The Harney County Court convened on December 5, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in 

Judge Steven E. Grasty’s office. Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty 
and Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack Drinkwater.  Also attending were 
Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor, Sheriff Dave Glerup, and Derrin Robinson, 
Chief Deputy County Clerk.  
 

Public attending were, Mary Ausmus, Joe Oltman, Jim Reeves, Patty Dorroh 
Carl Voegtly, Barbara Cannady and Debbie Raney of the Burns Times Herald. 
 

Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the November 21, 2007 
minutes as mailed, Judge Grasty seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by 
Court’s signature. 
 
Public Comment: 
 

Mary Ausmus wanted to recognize Commissioner Nichols having indeed 
attended the recent fire district formation meeting, and was appreciative of him 
doing so. 
 
Old Business: 

Judge Grasty updated the court on the status of the proposed trichomoniasis  
testing ordinance.  It is being reviewed by the stock growers for input. 
 

The court discussed Penland Road, (generally at Andrews). The court will set 
a public hearing as to determine if it will obtain local access road designation. 
Judge Grasty agreed to prepare the resolution.   
 
New Business: 

In the matter of the appointment of a Veterans Service Advisory Committee, 
the court discussed the need for an advisory committee for the Veterans 
Services Officer. Judge Grasty explained that it is common place for them to 
have Advisory Committees, and recommended that the court appoint a 
committee. After discussion, Commissioner Drinkwater moved to Appoint Joe 
Oltman, Clyde Kenyon, Patty Dorroh, Brett Page and Jim King to the Veterans 
Services Advisory Committee. Commissioner Nichols second, and the motion 
carried unanimously. Joe Oltman agreed to assist with organization of the 
committee. 
 

 1



Sheriff Dave Glerup was present to discuss with the court Emergency 
Management. Judge Grasty explained that Harney and Lake Counties have both 
withdrawn from Oregon Emergency Management, because the demands were 
more than the funding.  The needs are there, but it is administratively inefficient. 
The staff time to deal with administrative matters in order to comply for minimal 
state funding is not possible. Sheriff Glerup explained that Harney County has an 
Emergency Operations plan. However, the county is not eligible for any federal 
Emergency Management funding because we have opted out of the State 
system.  The court discussed numerous reasonable options to obtain what it 
takes to meet minimal standards for state acceptance.  The court suggested that 
Judge Grasty  contact Lake and Grant counties to see if there is a possibility of 
sharing staff regionally in order to comply with the administrative requirements. 
 

Karen Moon, Bill Renwick, Jerry Rank, Mitch Willis, representing the 
Watershed Council and Marty Suter, Manager, Harney Soil and Water 
Conservation District, were present to discuss the kickoff meeting for 
stakeholders for the Water Supply and Conservation Initiative to be held in Salem 
on December 20. Commissioner Nichols agreed to attend, along with a 
representative from the watershed council. 
 

In the matter of the resignation of Dr. Kevin Johnston from the Mental Health 
Advisory Board, Commissioner Drinkwater moved to accept Dr. Johnston’s 
resignation, Commissioner Nichols second, the motion carried unanimously. The 
court wished to thank Dr. Johnston for his service. Judge Grasty will have Harney 
Behavioral Health advertise for a replacement. 
 

In the matter of the review of a Bargain and Sale Deed that gifts a strip of land 
to Harney County, the court appreciates the effort to clarify the issue, but at this 
time the court is unable to accept the deed. 
 

Mark Maliwauki, County Business Development Coordinator was present to 
update the court. A copy of his report is available on file at the office of the 
Harney County Clerk. 
 

The court reviewed a letter from Paul Cieslack, MD, Immunization Acute and 
Communicable Disease Medical Director, Oregon Dept of Public Health, in deep 
appreciation of outstanding work the county Public Health Dept. did to identify 
and halt the spread of Pertussis (whooping cough) in Harney County last year. 
The court recognized and appreciates as well the jobs well done. 
 

In the Matter of the Resolution for the purchase of the rock crusher, Judge 
Grasty explained that the purchase will have to be done by a supplemental 
budget, rather than Resolution because of local budget law.  Commissioner 
Nichols reiterated that the need to do a supplemental budget is not because of 
lack of funding, the appropriation and funding are present in the budget, and the 
appropriation simply is not in the correct line item to expend from. The total 
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budget will not change at all. Judge Grasty will invite the budget committee in 
order to further explain the process of the supplemental budget. 
 

Patty Dorroh, Director, Commission on Children and Families presented the 
Commission’s Comprehensive Plan for 2008. Mrs. Dorroh gave a complete 
presentation explaining that the Commission’s focus area is underage substance 
abuse. She explained that benchmarks, research and local statistics show a 
common theme that reducing this would help with issues across the board. 
Commissioner Nichols moved to adopt the 2008 Commission on Children and 
Families Comprehensive Plan. Commissioner Drinkwater second, and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

Judge Grasty reported that he had applied for a grant for Compaction 
equipment for recyclable material, and was successful, and will be awarded 
$40000.00 for this purpose. This amount will not cover the price of new 
equipment, so he is assisting Wayne Barron in a way to set up a lease/rental 
agreement for used equipment. 
 

The court reviewed notices of water use requests. There were no objections to 
any requests. 
 
 

At 2:00 p.m. the court held a public hearing in the matter of a Land Use Appeal 
on the approval of an application for a Conditional Use Permit by Randolph 
Hogrefe, Harney County Planning Dept. File 07-68-AC. Darwin Johnson, 
Planning Assistant, provided the Staff Report, Proponents testifying included 
Randolph Hogrefe, Ken Thomas, David Doman, Brandon Baron, Barbara 
Cannady, Virginia Phyllis, Robert Paramore, Michael Knudsen, Ralph Hogrefe, 
Levi Hogrefe, Gale Nelson, Bob Young, and Denny Thomas. Those Testifying in 
Opposition included Jack Hoffman, Attorney for Appellant, Thurston D. Inglis, 
Appellant, Sue Ramsay, Martin Thompson, Shane Otley, personally and on 
behalf of the Oregon Farm Bureau and Harney County Farm Bureau, and Kara 
Jackson-Simmons. The Court agreed to leave the record open to anyone who 
has testified at the hearing today, until Wednesday December 12, 2007 at 
5:00pm. Any further written testimony should be addressed to the County Court, 
with the Planning Department staffing.  The hearing will be continued at 2:00pm. 
on Wednesday December 19, 2007, and a decision will be made.  (The audio 
transcript of this hearing is available as included with the audio of these county 
court minutes). 
 

There, being no further business, the court adjourned at 4:24 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Derrin Robinson, C.R.A., C.E.A,  
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Chief Deputy Harney County Clerk 
 


