
HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING 
February 20, 2008 

 

The Harney County Court convened on February 20, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge 
Steven E. Grasty’s office. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty and 
Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack Drinkwater. Also attending were Harney County 
Road Supervisor Kerry Landers, County Treasurer Nellie Franklin, County Planning 
Director Brandon McMullen and County Court Secretary Sharon Johnson. 
 
Public attending were Barbara Cannady, Mary Ausmus, Paul Hyland, Watershed 
Council Coordinator Karen Moon, Jean Cain and Sam Kaser. 
 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the February 6, 2008 minutes as 
mailed, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by Court’s 
signature. 
 
During Public Comment Paul Hyland expressed his opinion to the County Court that the 
Building Inspectors from Ontario should be fired. He went on to give details of his 
experience with them. Judge Grasty explained what he has been working on in recent 
weeks to work out the problem issues. Mr. Hyland expressed appreciation to Judge 
Grasty for his efforts on Mr. Hyland’s behalf. A lengthy discussion followed. 
 
Jean Cain was present to propose that County Commissioner positions be made non-
partisan. She suggested that the Court prepare an ordinance to initiate the change and 
then put it on the ballot in May or November of this year. She then identified several 
reasons to support her suggestion. Discussion followed. Commissioner Nichols 
commented that the change should be initiated by the public rather than the County 
Court. Further discussion followed.  
 
Sam Kaser commented on the Building Inspection issue. He suggested that there is 
enough evidence around to end the contract with them. Commissioner Nichols 
explained that if the County were to end the contract with Inspections, Inc., the County 
would then have to rely on the State and would have no control at all over the program. 
Discussion followed.  
 
Karen Moon, Watershed Council Coordinator, informed the Court that Dustin Johnson, 
County Extension Agent, has expressed an interest in filling the open educational 
position on the Council. The Watershed Council voted to recommend to the County 
Court to appoint Mr. Johnson to the Council. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to 
appoint Mr. Johnson to fill the Educational Position, Commissioner Drinkwater 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. Ms. Moon said that the Watershed Council has 
had four open positions for several months, those being Drewsey, Hines, Guano Valley 



and Silvies River Basin. Anyone interested in serving on the Council should call Karen 
Moon at 573-8199. 
 
Bids received on the articulated loader were as follows: Triad Machinery for a Kawasaki 
95ZV-2 with a purchase price of $387,320.58, and a guaranteed buy back amount of 
$160,000.00 equaling a total price of $227,320.58; Western States Equipment 
Company for a Caterpillar 980H with a purchase price of $399,742.11 and a guaranteed 
buy back amount of $240,000.00 equaling a total price of $159,742.11. Road 
Supervisor Kerry Landers explained the bids and then suggested accepting the low bid 
from Western States Equipment Company. Discussion followed. Commissioner 
Drinkwater made a motion to accept the bid from Western States Equipment Company, 
for $399,742.11 with a guaranteed buy back of $240,000.00, Commissioner Nichols 
seconded, motion carried unanimously.   
 
Bids received on the Drilling and Shooting project on Crane Venator Road were as 
follows: High Desert Powder for $1.30 per cubic yard and BJ Equipment Company for 
$1.25 per cubic yard. Mr. Landers recommended accepting the low bid from BJ 
Equipment Company. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to accept the bid from BJ 
Equipment, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
An application by Chris Palmer for an approach off of Hines Logging Road was 
reviewed. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the application, as 
recommended by Mr. Landers, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
County Planning Director, Brandon McMullen, was present to discuss updating the 
Planning Commission bylaws. After a short discussion Commissioner Nichols made a 
motion to approve the suggested bylaws, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
The County Court then reviewed a recommendation by Mr. McMullen relative to 
Planning Commission member terms. Judge Grasty made a motion to approve the 
terms of existing Planning Commission members ending June 30 on each of the 
following years: 2008 - Stacy Davies and David Thompson; 2009 - David Arntz and Rick 
Johnson; 2010 - Wayne Evans and Debbie Bentz and 2011 - Mark Owens. 
Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously.  
 
Chris Siegner, Director of Harney Behavioral Health, was present to explain the HBH 
Comprehensive Biennial Implementation Plan for 2009-2011. The Court reviewed part 
of the document and then Judge Grasty asked Mr. Siegner to come back at 2 p.m. for 
further review of the Implementation Plan as County Court members were expected at a 
noon meeting of Harney Partners.  
 
The meeting then recessed at 12:00 and reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 



Pat Sharp, Crane School District Superintendent, was present for the review of the 
request by the Crane School Districts to vacate Clyde Street between Fourth and Fifth 
Streets in Crane. A lengthy discussion was held. Judge Grasty asked Ms. Sharp to 
identify exactly how much room the School Districts want before a decision is made 
whether to change the easement width or vacate the road. Ms. Sharp agreed to gather 
more information and then come back to the Court with specific needs.  
 
Kerry Landers recommended signing the 2001 and 2002 Oregon Transportation 
Investment Act Agreement #24,676, Ninemile Slough Bridge #25A56, between Harney 
County and the Oregon Department of Transportation. Commissioner Drinkwater made 
a motion to sign the agreement, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Court discussed the proposed Budget Board Meeting schedule and agreed on the 
following meeting dates: Tuesday, April 8, from 1 to 4 p.m.; Wednesday, April 9, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wednesday, June 4, a public hearing at 1:30 p.m. and Wednesday, June 
18, at 1:30 p.m. to adopt the budget. It was determined that on the first meeting date the 
entire Budget Board would decide on two or three additional dates – those possibly 
being Wednesday, April 23, Wednesday, May 14 and Wednesday, May 28. 
 
Jean Cain was present to express her interest in being considered for the position on 
the Budget Board and a letter was received from Bob Cargill expressing his interest in 
serving another term on the Board. After some discussion regarding length of service 
Judge Grasty made a motion to appoint Jean Cain to the Budget Board, Commissioner 
Drinkwater seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Jesse Barnes, Harney County Weed Control Coordinator, was in attendance to discuss 
the Harney County Noxious Weed List, which she presented to the Court. After a short 
discussion Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to accept the Noxious Weed list as 
presented, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. The Court 
also reviewed and discussed a proposed update to the Harney County Weed 
Ordinance. Consensus of the Court was to consider the proposed ordinance and 
discuss it further at a later date. Ms. Barnes also noted that the Weed Department has 
outgrown its current storage building and that she will be looking for funds to expand.  
 
Chris Siegner returned to continue the review of Harney Behavioral Health’s 
Comprehensive Biennial Implementation Plan for 2009-2011. Following the review 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to appoint Dr. Tom Fitzpatrick to the 
Behavioral Health Advisory Board as recommended by Mr. Siegner, Commissioner 
Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. Commissioner Nichols then made a 
motion to approve the HBH Comprehensive Biennial Implementation Plan for 2009-
2011, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Thad Labhart, Chad Karges, Patty Dorroh, Cheryl Keniston, Kathy Rementeria and 
Gwen Haigh were in attendance to discuss grants available to Harney Partners. They 
first discussed the Drug Free Communities grant which is $125,000.00 per year for five 



years. Mr. Labhart explained that the program has been proven to work – that 
participating communities have lower alcohol and drug usage among youth. A lengthy 
discussion was held on aspects of the program. The Court voiced support for the 
program. The discussion then moved on to the Disaster Preparedness Planner and 
Tobacco Coordinator position being filled by Public Health Director Cheryl Keniston. Mr. 
Labhart explained that program and the Court’s concerns were discussed. The final 
consensus of the Court was to support the program. Judge Grasty asked Mr. Labhart to 
put together a draft of the Drug Free Communities grant and present it to the County 
Court for review at 11:00 a.m. on March 5. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Johnson 
Secretary, Harney County Court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


