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HARNEY COUNTY COURT MINUTES 

APRIL 18, 2007 

 

→The Harney County Court convened April 18, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s 

office.  Members present were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols and 

Jack Drinkwater.  Also attending were, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor and County 

Clerk, Maria Iturriaga. 

 

→Public attending were, Debbie Raney from the Burns Times Herald,  Mary Ausmus 

and Karen Moon. 

 

→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

→Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers paid by court’s signature. 

 

→Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the April 4, 2007 county court 

minutes as mailed.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

→Karen Moon, from the Watershed Council was in attendance to inform the court of a 

grant application which will be turned in a few days for watershed projects covering five 

separate drainages.  She requested the court write a letter of support for this project.  It 

was the consensus of the court that this is very good and will gladly do so. 

 

→Mary Ausmus asked how the economic development Coordinator position is funded.  

Judge Grasty informed her that it started out strictly county money, but had received 

grants every year including this one. It is funded out of economic development line, 

which funding is an interesting mix of video lottery money that has to be spent for 

economic development, and $25,000 a year from South East Regional Alliance. He said 

there has been very little general fund money towards this position.   

 

→Judge Grasty said he does not have anything new to report on the Memorial Building 

project, just that it’s moving ahead. 

 

→In regards to the Blue Mountain Forest Plan and planning efforts. Judge Grasty 

described this process as very frustrating.  

 

 →Judge Grasty noted that the Senate voted to reauthorize the Forest County Safety Net 

and fully fund the Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program.  The vote was on an 

amendment offered by Senator Wyden to the Emergency Supplemental Appropriation 

bill.  He said that Rep. DeFazio is circulating a letter for Representatives to sign, asking 

them to simply accept the Wyden amendment supporting the Senate passed 

reauthorization language of P.L. 106-393 and full funding for PILT.  Now differences 

have to iron out between the House and Senate versions of the Emergency Supplemental 

Appropriations bill and will have to be signed by the President. 
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→Judge Grasty informed the court that he went to Bend to testify before the Ways & 

Means Committee, however, did not get to give testimony as there was a large number of 

people that waited three hours prior to the start of the hearing in order to testify.  The 

committee heard testimony regarding education.  He stated that he remains optimistic on 

funding for rural schools. 

 

→Judge Grasty announced that Mark Maliwauki of Star, Idaho, has been hired as the 

new Business Development Coordinator replacing Bill Burstow who resigned to take 

another position.  Commissioner Nichols stated that it was a hard choice as there were 

good applicants.  

 

→Mary Ausmus expressed gratitude to PRIDE for their work and the great statutes 

around town. 

 

→Judge Grasty reported that he had attended the Library foundation meeting and was 

informed that they have solicited bids for carpet and painting.  The projects cost will be 

$42,000 to $43,000.  Half the cost will be funded by the Library Foundation and the other 

half from the Library Reserve.  It was the consensus of the court to move ahead with both 

projects and work hard trying not to shut down the library while the projects are going on 

as their services need to be available to the public. 

 

→Judge Grasty noted that Dan Dean has done a final inspection of Theimer Park’s 

thinning project which is completed.  He recommended releasing the 5% retaining fee.  

Slash piles will be burn as the weather permits.  

 

→The court received an invitation to attend an open house to see the new Early 

Childhood Center on Friday, April 27, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.     

 

→Judge Grasty informed the court that the Spring Conference of GOBHI (Greater 

Oregon Behavioral Health, Inc.) will be held May 16 through May 18 and invited them, if 

possible, to attend as GOBHI would like to see elected officials attend. 

 

→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to sign Resolution #2007-04 In the Matter of 

Transferring Funds Due to Unexpected Occurrence or Condition resolving that the 

Harney County Court authorizes the transfer of $11,760 from the Wage category of Fund 

#220 (Community Action Agency) to the Materials and Supplies category of that same 

fund.  Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

→The court discussed Title III funds.  Judge Grasty explained that the two biggest users 

of those funds are the FFA and Training and Employment Consortium for OYCC to do 

projects in the forest.  They have requested $32,957 for Fiscal Year 2007-2008.  

Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the Title III project proposal, open 

a 45 day comment period and if there is dollars available at the end to be able to use 

them. Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. Judge Grasty will 

request a one page summary explaining their project. 
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→The court had a discussion with Ron Yockim, County Natural Resources Attorney, via 

telephone, Mr. Yockim updated the court on the Steens Mountain Travel Plan and how 

the oral testimony went on the hearing of ONDA versus Dana Shuford and the RMP.  Mr. 

Yockim stated that the U.S. presented great oral arguments and the opinion could be 

rendered in the next 30 to 60 days. The court has received the Travel Management Plan 

Draft for their review.  The court noted that this draft is a difficult one to read and needed 

a lot of editing. Mr. Yockim reminded the court that there still is two other input points, 

one, the general public comment and secondly, once the comments are in all can sit down 

and go over and help shape the final before it comes out.  It was his suggestion to insist 

that they participate and be present in the process as Harney County is a cooperating 

agency. The court and Mr. Yockim also had a brief discussion regarding a Measure 37 

issue. No action taken.  

 

→The court reviewed public notice of water use requests from Oregon Water Resources 

Department.  There were no objections expressed by the court to any of the requests. 

 

→In the Matter of Raymond Drayton Measure 37 hearing, this hearing opened at 2:00 

p.m. The property location is on Township 26S Range 31East Tax Lot 300 consisting of 

160 acres.  Mr. Drayton demanded and submitted a claim for “compensation pursuant to 

ORS 197.352 in the amount of $1,000,000 for the reduction in fair market value of the 

claimants’ affected interests resulting from enactment or enforcement of land use 

regulations”.  Brandon McMullen, Harney County Planning Director presented the staff 

report and explained that no supporting documentation or application fee has been 

received therefore did not meet requirements as per Harney County Resolution #2005-09.  

Applicant did not appear nor did any other proponents or opponents. After discussion and 

review of the application, Commissioner Nichols made a motion to reject the Measure 37 

claim by Raymond Drayton due to incomplete and insufficient information.  

Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  The hearing closed 

at 2:15 p.m. (A complete tape of this hearing can be obtained from the Harney County 

Planning Department at the Courthouse). 

 

→There, being no further business the meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Maria Iturriaga, CCC 

Harney County Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


