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County Court Meeting Minutes 
April 4, 2007 

 

→The County Court convened April 4, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s office.  

Members present were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack 
Drinkwater. Also attending were, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor and County Clerk, 
Maria Iturriaga. 
 

→Public present were, Lauren Brown, Burns Times Herald, Jesse Barnes, Jim 

Keniston, Jolyn Wynn, Fred Flippence and Barbara Cannady. 
 

→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

→Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the March 21, 2007 minutes as 

mailed.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

→Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers paid by court’s 

signature. 
 
Public Comment: 
 

→Pauline Braymen, concerned citizen, was present to express her concern regarding 

an editorial by Debbie Raney in last week’s Burns Times Herald.  She emphasized that 
Debbie and staff are doing great work at the paper and this was not a criticism of the 
paper and did not want any implication this is the case.  But she was disturbed by Ms. 
Raney’s comments in regards to the Migratory Bird Festival.  She said the community 
has done a terrific job of creating events and activities.  She stated that if a person 
wanted to attend everything, every weekend and days would be taken up, and we need 
to build on that, and not additional events.  Ms. Braymen also expressed concern 
regarding the Memorial Building remodeling project and the affect it will have on the 
Jamboree which is held at the facility.  She asked the court’s help in making it possible 
for them to have it at the facility.  Judge Grasty commented that he can almost 
guarantee that there will not be an occupancy permit until the building is completed, but 
will try to push the project.  
 
Barbara Cannady, was in attendance to read comments and submitted copies to the 
court regarding the road issue between her and neighbors.  Ms. Cannady stated she’s 
been working with a national private property rights organization and been given 
instructions to read a draft letter to the court regarding the road issue, which she did.  
She requested that her comments and documentation of her historical facts be added to 
these minutes.  Judge Grasty told her they would not be added to the minutes but would 
become part of the record.  Judge Grasty asked Ms. Cannady if she had retained legal 
counsel and her answer was no. 
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Fred Flippence, Harney County Library Foundation Board Member and Jolyn Wynn, 
Librarian, updated the court on their doings. He stated that the Board would like to keep 
the court updated and would like to schedule quarterly reports.  He said they’ve been 
working on fund raising and had events for that purpose.  He invited the court to stop by 
the Library to see the landscaping, which the Ford Leadership group has been working 
on, they’ve put a lot of the finishing touches on some of the landscaping outside, the 
bricks have been installed out front, there is a pergola and a nice new sign that 
advertises the Library and the Western Room, he said there are a few things still to do 
but they’ve come along way.  Still the brick wall needs to be completed.  Ms. Wynn 
reported that The Oral history room is all set up. Now they are looking to finish the 
interior of with painting and new carpet. Mr. Flippence gave an update on the Luce fund 
which was invested with the Oregon Community Foundation.  Statements from the 
Oregon Community Foundation shows that there has been an almost 28% return on the 
investment.  Mr. Flippence did caution that those rates will vary. 
 
Jim Keniston was present to explain the health portion annex to the County Emergency 
Operation Plan.  He handed out a hazard analysis matrix worksheet and discussed and 
reviewed the methodology and the fact that these types of epidemics can occur here.  
 
Jesse Barnes, Weed Coordinator, was in attendance to discuss weed issues.  
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to include orange hawkweed to the county’s “A” 
weed list.  Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  Ms. 
Barnes informed the court that this weed is prominent within Burns and Hines.  
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to appoint Judy Benton to the Burns position 
on the Weed Board as recommended by the board.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to appoint Joe 
Sherburn to the at-large position on the Weed Board as recommended by the board.   
Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  The court requested 
that Ms. Barnes work directly with the Planning Director to review the Comprehensive 
Plan 7.9 Weed Control and change it for accuracy reflecting what’s going on in the 
County.  Ms. Barnes requested the court’s support in the Board writing a letter to the 
BLM regarding medusa head problem they would cc the Oregon delegation and the 
Governor.  The court is in full support of the letter. 
 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to appoint Tim Colahan, Harney County 
District Attorney to be a member of the Harney/Malheur Community Action Agency 
representing the Public Sector. Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried 
unanimously. The court received three letters of interest for the appointment for the low 
income Sector.   Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to appoint Rosie Rieuburg to 
the low income sector.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Discussion regarding Harney County financial policy was tabled until next meeting.  
 
Judge Grasty updated the court on various issues.  (1) He said the Memorial Building 
remodeling project is moving along and would know the cost of the new water line by 
the end of the week.  He also said there were some concerns about the electrical work. 
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(2) The Oregon Legislature’s Ways and Means Committee would be meeting in Bend 
April 12 at 6:30p.m. He would like someone from the court to attend.  Commissioner 
Drinkwater will be attending as well as Judge Grasty if he can possibly make it. (3) He 
commented that there had been a DEQ violation on the old Chevrolet site downtown, 
but to Randy Fulton’s credit the issue has been resolved.  (4) Judge Grasty also 
informed the court that he had signed an opt out form, not to participate, for 2007-2009 
OOCDR (Oregon Office for Community Dispute Resolution) grant cycle. (5)  Also 
reported that the WaDa Corporation and Archive Center is moving along nicely and he’s 
enthusiastic about it.  He also informed the court that the tribe has requested matching 
funds of $25,000 for the WaDa Corporation for economic development. He said this 
issue will be dealt with during the budget process. 
 
The court reviewed Water Use Requests from Oregon Water Resources Department.  
There were no objections expressed by the court to any of the requests. 
 
It was the consensus of the court to support VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) 
volunteers to work in conjunction with the Lane County Microenterprise Development. 
 
There, being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. The court will tour 
County roads this afternoon. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maria Iturriaga, CCC 
Harney County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 


