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HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING 
MAY 16, 2007 

 
 
The Harney County Court convened May 16, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Steven E. 
Grasty’s office.  Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan 
Nichols and Jack Drinkwater.  Also attending were, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor 
and County Court Secretary, Sharon Johnson. 
 
Public attending were Mary Ausmus, Debbie Raney of the Burns Times Herald, Jesse 
Barnes, Harney County Weed Control Coordinator and Mark Maliwauki, Harney County 
Business Development Coordinator. 
 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the May 2, 2007 minutes as 
mailed.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by Court’s 
signature. 
 
Public Comment 
 

• Mary Ausmus asked about the money being spent for the Bio-terriorism Plan. 
Discussion followed. Ms. Ausmus asked for a copy of the finished plan. 

 
Old Business 
 

• Judge Grasty noted that work is progressing at the Fairgrounds on the Memorial 
Building and suggested that they visit the site during their lunch break. 

 
New Business 
 

• Jesse Barnes, Harney County Weed Control Coordinator, presented the Court 
with a letter from the Weed Board, to the BLM State Office, regarding their 
concern about the increasing medusahead populations on BLM managed lands 
in southeastern Oregon due to an injunction by the 9th Circuit Court which limits 
the types of herbicides that may be applied to BLM managed land. Discussion 
followed. Ms. Barnes explained that several counties are participating in a letter 
writing campaign to the 9th Circuit Court on this issue. Further discussion ensued. 

 
• Judge Grasty noted that every year the Court does a Resolution in the Matter of 

Extending Worker’s Compensation Coverage to Volunteers of Harney County. 
Commissioner Drinkwater then made a motion to approve Resolution #2007-05 
in that matter, Commissioner Nichols seconded, discussion followed. Motion 
carried on a two to one vote with, Commissioner Nichols voting against the 
Resolution. Judge Grasty said that this year is the lowest worker’s comp claim 
year that the County has ever had. He continued, saying “I’m hoping that we can 
make six more weeks without a claim – if we do we, will have several years 
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where our cost drops substantially, which would make up for a couple of high 
years.”   

 
• In the matter of the Business Development Advisory Committee Judge Grasty 

informed the Court that each of the cities has appointed someone for the 
Committee, that he has heard from three people from the community expressing 
interest in participating and has not yet heard back from the Tribe. He noted that 
Burns City Manager Justin Boone had also expressed an interest in participating. 
Judge Grasty explained that they had hoped to have someone from the County 
Court, someone from each of the Cities and the Tribe and then five from the 
public sector. He suggested advertising another time to see if more interest could 
be generated. Mark Maliwauki, County Business Development Coordinator, was 
available to answer any questions. Commissioner Nichols expressed his belief 
that government entities should not be responsible for Economic Development, 
that it should be the public and business community driving it with government 
assisting. Discussion followed.  

 
• A short discussion was held regarding the two industrial buildings the County 

owns. 
 

• Harney County Clerk Maria Iturriaga and Planning Director Brandon McMullen 
were present to discuss recording fees associated with Findings and Decisions 
documents being recorded in association with land use applications. Ms. Iturriaga 
told the Court that the County is losing money with the recording of each 
Findings document. She recommended increasing the fee pursuant to Oregon 
statute. Judge Grasty noted that the Court does not have to take action on this 
issue; it is within the County Clerk’s authority, by statute, to increase the fee.  

 
• Brandon McMullen was present to discuss the action plan associated with the 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan. Judge Grasty said that the end result of the 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan was that every once in a while the County 
has to do an Action Plan - set some priorities, hazard rating, etc., and this is the 
one that a fairly comprehensive group has gone through and looked at. The 
Court reviewed and discussed the information presented by Mr. McMullen. The 
consensus of the Court was to sign off on the Plan. A short discussion followed. 

 
• Chad Freeman, Debbie White and Mike Simpson of Training and Employment 

Consortium were present to update the Court on TEC’s programs. Mr. Simpson 
told the Court that TEC would be able to work two five person Oregon Youth 
Conservation Corps crews this year with the County’s Title III money. He further 
explained projects that the crews are participating in. Mr. Freeman explained how 
youth are chosen for the work crews and the restrictions involved in the projects 
that they can participate in. Discussion revolved around TEC funding sources 
and the loss of some of the funding. Judge Grasty said that it would be important 
for the State’s Ways and Means committee to hear of the impact the loss of Title 
III funding will have on TEC, he asked Mr. Freeman to put together some 
statistics and get them to the committee. A lengthy discussion followed. Mr. 
Freeman explained how the co-location with the Employment Department was 
working. He said that the move was made because the two entities share a lot of 
the same clients and that they save a lot of money this way. He said that they are 
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doing the same thing in Grant County and will do so in Malheur County in the 
next three months and that between those three moves they will probably save 
$100,000.00 per year region wide.   

 
• Judge Grasty gave the Court information put together by the Association of 

Oregon Counties regarding options for distribution of “Transportation Bridge 
Dollars”. Judge Grasty explained that in recent weeks the members of the 
Legislature have begun a discussion on providing “Transportation Bridge Funds” 
to those counties impacted by the loss of PL 106-393 dollars.  

 
• Road Supervisor Kerry Landers made a recommendation to award the bid on the 

Silvies River and the Donner und Blitzen bridge projects to Waldron and Sons, 
Inc. of Bend in the amount of $347,109.50. Commissioner Drinkwater made a 
motion to accept Mr. Lander’s recommendation, Commissioner Nichols 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 
• The next item of business was a review of the BLM’s contracted radio service 

work that was done on Sheriff’s Office and Road Department radios for fiscal 
year 2006. Judge Grasty said in 2006 the County didn’t do very much because 
we have $8,975.51 remaining and the annual contract is $9,000.00. He then 
proposed signing the contract again recognizing that there isn’t much owed this 
year. Sheriff Glerup updated the Court on the radio situation for the Sheriff’s 
Office.  

 
• The Court then reviewed the latest report from Oregon Public Employees 

Retirement System. The report indicates that PERS has closed its $17 billion 
pension funding gap and now has a $1.75 billion surplus.  

 
• Judge Grasty told the Court that the Steens Mountain Advisory Council 

Nomination period has been extended to Friday, June 1. It was the consensus of 
the Court to write a letter supporting the reappointment of for Stacy Davies.  

 
• Sheriff Glerup informed the Court that bids were out for two new pickups for the 

Sheriff’s Office. It was also noted that the County has advertised an upcoming 
auction of surplus vehicles. After some discussion, it was decided that the 
Assistant Watermaster could use one of the old Sheriff’s Office pickups for the 
summer. 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Sharon Johnson 
Secretary, Harney County Court 


