HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING
MAY 2, 2007

—The Harney County Court convened May 2, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s
office. Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols
and Jack Drinkwater. Also attending were, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor and County
Clerk, Maria lturriaga.

—Public attending were, Mary Ausmus, Patty Dorroh, Debbie Raney, Burns Times
Herald and Karen Moon.

—Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

—Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the April 18, 2007 minutes as
mailed. Commissioner Nichols seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

— Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by court’s
signature.

Public Comment

—Mary Ausmus asked if Mr. Keniston was doing the work that another employee had
previously done. Judge Grasty informed her that Mr. Keniston has been hired for 90 to
100 days to work on the required Emergency Management Plan on homeland security as
it applies to Harney County.

New Business

—Brandon McMullen, Planning Director was present to inform the court that there are
two Partition appeals of Gordon Bloomquist and one for a non-farm dwelling of Merle
Reid on the Blue Mountain Cattle Company tract for which the county court needs to
schedule a hearing date. These applications were approved by the Harney County
Planning Commission. After some discussion the court scheduled June 6, 2007 as the
hearing date.

—Tim Walters, Department of Fish and Wildlife Biologist, was in attendance to update
the court on a proposed research project to assess the status and trends of redband trout in
streams of the Great Basin over a six year period and present the court with a letter to the
landowners. The letter addressed the confidentiality issue of data collected and requested
that if the court was comfortable with it to please add their signature. Commissioner
Nichols asked if there is no permission from private landowners would they still go ahead
with the project, Mr. Walters said yes that they would do it on public lands. Since there
was a similar project in 1999 Mr. Walters was asked if they could use those same sites,
he said he did not know but would check. It was the consensus of the court that they do
support concept although some questions needs to be resolved. No action taken.



—Jim Keniston updated the court on the Emergency Management Plan and presented an
Acceptance Certificate of what has been done which is the medical portion of the plan for
their signature. Ms. Ausmus asked if this work was a repeat of what another former
employee had done. Cheryl Keniston, Public Health Director, informed Ms. Ausmus that
this plan was not a repeat as this was a more in depth plan. Ms. Ausmus also asked about
the $60,000 grant and how it’s being spent. Ms. Keniston stated that about half is going
towards nurses and secretarial staff and the other for planning. Commissioner Nichols
made a motion sign the acceptance of the medical portion of the plan that has been
completed. Commissioner Drinkwater seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

—Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor, explained the amendment #1 to the 2005 Fund
Exchange Agreement with the Department of Transportation. Commissioner Drinkwater
made a motion to sign Amendment #1 for Agreement #23,266, for the Harney County
2005 Fund Exchange. Commissioner Nichols seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

—Mr. Landers also presented the court with an Appraisal Report on Rye Grass Lane for
their review. No action taken.

—Patty Dorroh, Director of the Harney County Commission on Children and Families,
was in attendance to update the court on the doings of the Commission. She expressed
satisfaction with programs and commented that everything is going well. She also stated
she does not know how the funding will be for the next biennium as the legislature still is
in session. She stated that their major focus areas are: Comprehensive Planning,
Community Collaboration and Mobilization and Administration, to include best practices
work plans, measurement and outcome reporting.

—The court had a discussion regarding what to do with the two industrial buildings that
the county owns located near Lottery Lane. Judge Grasty informed the court that one of
the buildings is empty now. There was discussion regarding marketing them locally to
see what comes out of that. The court did not have any objections in giving incentives or
credits for job creation associated with those buildings, however there are statutes
restricting how public facilities can be disposed of and there might be limited options.
The court will seek advice from legal counsel to see the legalities involved with this
issue. No action taken.

—Garth Fuller, Mike Dennis and John Audley from The Nature Conservancy were in
attendance to ask if the county was interested in applying for a FEMA pre-disaster
mitigation grant for planning or ground work making it available for Forest Service
stewardship work and also explained the mission of The Nature Conservancy and
explained how their work have evolved. They informed the court that they have hired a
person to work locally and will be working at Eastern Oregon Agriculture Resource
Center. They see this as an opportunity for collaboration. It was the consensus of the
court that they’re not opposed to the concept and could start gathering data for the
mitigation plan.

— A public hearing was held regarding the Community Development Grant which was
administered by Harney County for the Early Childhood Center. Sue Newstetter, Donna
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Schnitker and Dennis Mills were in attendance and reported it’s a successful project all
went relatively well and had a very nice open house. Ms. Schnitker has also secured a
grant for kitchen equipment. The court thanked Ms. Newstetter for all her work. Ms.
Newstetter presented the court with the project accounting. According to the contract the
county owns the building for five years or until July 2012 when the proper paper work
will be done transferring the building to ESD. They thanked the court for all their
support on this project. Ms. Schnitker informed the court that they only have a temporary
90 day occupancy certificate, and the permanent one will not be issued until the parking
lot is paved, which cost $26,000 and were requesting assistance from the court for a
portion or half of the amount for that project. Judge Grasty stated that the county had
already made a sizeable commitment and has put a lot of resources into this project and
did not know where they could find the money to help with the paving. It was the
consensus of the court to wait until next county court date to see if any funding can be
identified.

—Sue Newstetter also updated the court on Grant County’s Title III funds and gave the
court two children’s books about forestry and forest management to educate children how
important logging is. She said these books will be at the Harney County Library. (Forests
For All book and coloring/activity book) she said there would be a companion piece and
that will be to create a mobile classroom on this subject. She also updated the court and
presented a summary of the proposed projects under Title I11 funds for Lake Creek Camp.

—The following bids were received for Bridge project on Silvies River & Pile
installation at Donner und Blitzen River Bridge; D.L. Edmondson Inc., Summerville, OR
$426,086; Weaver Construction, La Grande, $502,873; W & S Bend, Oregon
$347,109.50; Tom Ayres, General Contractor, Bend, Oregon $362,065; JAL Const.,
Bend, Oregon 436,300. The bids will be reviewed and the bid will be awarded at the
May 16 county court meeting.

—The court reviewed public notice of water use requests from Oregon Water Resource
Department. There were no objections from the court to any of the requests.

—Judge Grasty did not have anything new to report on the Memorial Building project.
—Josh Warburton stopped by to inquire if there was anything going on with the paving
of the road from Hwy. 205 to Page Springs. Judge Grasty will inquire and see what he

can find out.

—There, being no further business the meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria Iturriaga, CCC
Harney County Clerk



