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HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 7, 2008 

 

→The Harney County Court convened May 7, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s 

office.  Members present were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Jack Drinkwater 

and Dan Nichols.  Also attending were, County Clerk, Maria Iturriaga. 

 

→Public attending were, Mary Ausmus, Brandon Baron, Jay Winn, Lyle Stratton, and 

Randy Parks, from The Burns Times Herald. 

 

→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

→Financial and statistical reports were reviewed and vouchers’ paid by court’s signature. 

 

→Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the April 16 county court 

minutes as mailed.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

→Mary Ausmus, asked when the agenda item relative to the proposed rural fire district 

public hearing would be discussed and was told that it would probably later in the 

morning.  

 

→The court reviewed an application for an approach off Anderson Valley Road by Steve 

Helms.  The decision was tabled until later in the day when the road department 

supervisor could be contacted for his recommendation.   

 

→An application for an approach off of Hines Logging Road by Jay Winn was reviewed 

by the court and this application was also tabled for the road supervisor’s 

recommendation. Jay Winn explained how this approach would tie to his subdivision 

plans.   

 

→The court reviewed a Road Naming Request Notification regarding a new road name 

and readdressing of parcels that use the road access approximately 5.75 miles west of 

Hines, since in accordance with Article 9, Section 9.1 of the Harney County Zoning 

Ordinance, a third dwelling requires a name of a private road.  The request for the road to 

be named Rawhide Road and signatures from two of the three affected property owners 

was received, the third owner did not respond.  Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion 

to accept Rawhide Road.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

→Brandon McMullen, Planning Department Director, was in attendance to update the 

court on the land use appeal of Hogrefe Remand from LUBA back to the County Court 

and the need to set a hearing date. The court discussed the processes.  Information from 

the first hearing will be used as well as new testimony and evidence.  The court set a 

public hearing date of June 4, 2008 at 2:00 p.m. and a decision will be made June 18
th

 

County Court meeting. 
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→Cheryl Kenniston, Health Department Director, was in attendance to discuss the Inter-

County Mutual Aid Agreement to enable them to provide Emergency Assistance to each 

other during times of emergency. Counties entered into the agreement will be; Harney, 

Grant, Baker, Malheur, Morrow, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa and Confederated Tribes of 

the Umatilla Indian Reservation.  The court requested that she ask our Tribe if they would 

want to participate in this agreement.  

 

→Jesse Barnes, Weed Control Coordinator, was in attendance to discuss a proposed 

addition to be built in the Road Dept. yard. Such a project will have a shop area where 

chemicals can be safely stored, (there are concerns of liability issues where they are now 

stored), office space and a bathroom.  She gave the court rough estimate cost of the 

project.  Currently there are plans for this project, however they are a number of years old 

and she would like modification to them.  The court asked her to send those plans and the 

modifications to Russ Carter, Engineer, to see if the old site plan can be modified without 

much of an additional cost. 

 

→The court reviewed an Intergovernmental Agreement between Oregon Water 

Resources Department and Harney County for the funding and performance of tasks and 

duties of the Assistant Watermaster in District #10 (Malheur Lakes Basin).  The 

Department will contribute an amount not to exceed $7,000 from today, May 7, 2008 to 

September 15, 2008 to have her as full time for that period of time. Commissioner 

Nichols made a motion to approve the agreement between Oregon Water Resources 

Department and Harney County.  Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

→There was a discussion on procedure for the public hearing relative to the proposed 

Fire District which has been set for May 14
th

 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Commissioner 

Nichols made a motion to ratify the decision to publish the notice of said hearing for May 

14, 2008 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

→Due to scheduling conflicts the next county court meeting will be held May 19
th

 

instead of the regular scheduled of May 21
st
.  

 

→Judge Grasty noted that the Association of Oregon Counties Spring Conference will be 

held in Bend June 4-6, 2008.  He commented that Mark Rey, Undersecretary, US Dept. 

of Agriculture will be there June 4 however there is a conflict with the land use hearing 

and will not be able to attend that day. 

 

→Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor, sent word that he did not have any problem or issues 

with the applications for approach as discussed earlier in this meeting and was 

recommending they be signed. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve and 

sign the applications from Steve Helms for an approach off Anderson Valley Road and 

from Jay Winn off of Hines Logging Road which is relative to the subdivision as 
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recommended by the road supervisor. Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

→A public hearing in the matter of a text amendment to Section 9 of the Harney County 

Zoning Ordinance convened at 1:10 p.m.  There was no public testimony or comments 

presented.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2008-60 In The 

Matter of Amending the Harney County Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance No.5) Updating 

Article 9, “Administrative Rules”, (Section 9.060 “Public Hearings”) To Incorporate 

Changes Made In The Oregon Revised Statues As Pertaining to ORS 215.427 and ORS 

215.429 to be read by title only with an emergency clause.  Commissioner Drinkwater 

seconded. Judge Grasty read the ordinance by title only. Motion carried unanimously.    

Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to adopt and do the second reading by title 

only.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Judge Grasty read it for the second time by title 

only.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

→The court reviewed public notices of water use requests from Oregon Department of 

Water Resources.  There were no objections expressed by the court. 

 

→The court reviewed a press release from Governor Kulongoski praising the 

collaborating efforts of Harney County with the project to aid forest health in Harney 

County. 

 

→There was a public hearing regarding the adoption of a revised Harney County Weed 

Ordinance.  Public attending were, Carol Dunten, Jesse Barnes, Bob Moreland, Joe 

Sherburn, Ed Ramsay, Dan Brown and Randy Parks.  There was no public input. Mr.  

Brown, a Weed Board member noted that they had put a lot of time into drafting this 

ordinance. Discussion followed.  Commissioner Nichols made a motion to adopt 

Ordinance #2008-61, In The Matter of Amending Harney County Resolution Dated May 

17, 1989 and Titled Harney County Weed Control Policies and Summary and read by 

title only with an emergency clause.  Commissioner Drinkwater seconded.  Judge Grasty 

read the Ordinance by title only. Motion carried unanimously. Commissioner Drinkwater 

made a motion to adopt and sign the Ordinance and be read for the second time by title 

only. Commissioner Nichols seconded. Judge Grasty read it for the second time by title 

only.  Motion carried unanimously.  The court thanked the Weed board and all their 

efforts and hard work which are very much appreciated. 

 

→Rick Vetter from the Forest Service was in attendance with an update regarding the 

Egley Complex Fire salvage.  He stated that the proposed action is the removal of 

identified danger trees along forest travel routes, trails, fences and other improvements 

and structures. Some danger trees would be removed commercially and others would be 

cut and left on site.  There was a lengthy discussion with the court expressing concerns 

that not more of the burn will be salvaged and also the closure of roads proposal.  The 

court will send comments during the open comment period.  

 

→The court convened into executive session in accordance with statues to discuss legal 

issues. They re-convened into regular session at 3:55 p.m.  No action taken. 
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→Judge Grasty reported on the Harney and Malheur Counties Community Action 

Agency meeting which was held in Ontario recently, which he and Ann Lessar, Senior 

Center Director attended. Judge Grasty feels that is time to move on to a different type of 

model other than the one they are working with at the present.  Harney and Malheur 

Counties’ legal counsel will be working on this issue. 

 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Maria Iturriaga, CCC 

Harney County Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


