
HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING 
AUGUST 15, 2007 

 
The Harney County Court convened August 15, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s 

office.  Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols 
and Jack Drinkwater.  Also attending were, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor and Derrin 
Robinson, Chief Deputy Clerk. 
 

Public attending were, Mary Ausmus, Sam Kaser, Pauline Braymen, Carl Voegtly 
and Debbie Raney, of the Burns Times Herald. 
 

Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the August 1 minutes as mailed.  
Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Mary Ausmus thanked court for always being treated as welcomed. She felt that she 
always feels welcome to speak her mind, and appreciates the Court’s courtesy to the 
public that attend the meetings. She also stated that in the previous meeting minutes, she 
didn’t feel the statement regarding the collection of past due taxes from the Health 
District was stated clearly.  Judge Grasty thanked Mrs. Ausmus, and wished to clarify 
that the understanding that the taxes prior to the legislation are collectable, and those after 
the legislation are not.  
  

Sam Kaser was present to discuss the agenda item regarding trout management in the 
south end. He stated that he “doesn’t want to continue to see management by 
Hollywood”. He wants to see a stop to this. The court thanked Mr. Kaser for his interest 
and attendance. 
 

Judge Grasty made two additions to the Agenda:  AOC Conference, and discussion on 
land use and nuisance abatement ordinances. 
 

Commissioner Drinkwater reported on the meeting with Senator Smith. He stated that 
he would assist in any way he could with assistance with Fire rehabilitation for private 
land owners. 
 

Pauline Braymen mentioned that Jordan Valley formed a rural fire association, and 
that is how they managed the fires.  She asked that the court arrange a meeting with Bob 
Skinner and Gordon Foster, of the Oregon Forestry Dept. The court agreed. 
 

Joan Suther, John Reponen and Tim Newkirk, from Burns District BLM.  Ms. Suther 
gave an update on the Egley Fire Closures. She stated that the closure to motorized 
vehicles around the fire perimeter will remain in effect. John Reponen and Tim Newkirk 
gave a presentation on the Pinecraft Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project. This will 
involve fuel reduction, thinning, and a timber sale. It should sell at the end of November, 
and will entail approx. 1.5 million board feet of timber. It is be located Southeast of Craft 
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Point, and near Pine Creek. They also discussed the Theimer stewardship project, next to 
Theimer Park. It will be a pine logging and thinning project, containing 350 acres, 60,000 
board feet of timber. The project is out to bid through the Portland office. Bid documents 
can be obtained by checking the BLM website.  An additional project discussed was the 
Otis Mountain Project, which is very similar to the Theimer project. 
 

At 11:00 am, the Court held a Joint Session with the Malheur County Court, via 
Teleconference, for the purpose of the Harney Malheur Community Action Agency 
Governing Board meeting. (Complete minutes of this meeting are on file and can be 
obtained at the office of the Executive Director, at the Harney County Senior and 
Community Service Center.) The Joint meeting Adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 

At 1:00 p.m. the court discussed the policy regarding county owned land, specifically 
related to the attempt to auction and review of offers made on the 968 N. Alder Property, 
owned by Harney County. Judge Grasty explained that there were no bids received at the 
auction, requiring a minimum of 75% of the Real Market Value.  He advocated that the 
court sell the property for less than the 75% of RMV, but with in the limits of state law 
that requires at least 15% of the RMV. The court agreed by consensus that this is 
probably the best scenario with this property. It is in disrepair, and is a liability for the 
county to own at this time, with the risks and cost of maintenance through the winter, and 
it needs to abated.  The court has received three (3) offers: $7,800 from Darwin Johnson, 
$4,500 from Jennifer Keady, and another from Jennifer Keady for $6,000.  Commissioner 
Drinkwater moved to accept the high bid from Darwin Johnson in the amount of $7800, 
Commissioner Nichols second, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

The Court discussed the Steens Mountain Advisory Council nomination deadline. 
Nominations must be postmarked by Nov 6, 2007. The Positions open are Wild horse, 
and recreation.   
 

The Court reviewed the Notice of Public Comment on the Environmental Assessment 
on Poisoning Fish on McDermott Creek. The Court feels there should be an objection 
sent regarding this project. 
 

The Court Continued the Public Hearing regarding the legalization of East Steens Rd. 
They plan to make a decision regarding this matter at the September 5, 2007 County 
Court meeting. The Court wants to ensure agreements from land owners regarding 
fencing and possibilities for cattle guards are in place. 
 

The Court discussed land use enforcement, and specifically, illegal placement of 
manufactured homes and RV’s used as residences. The Court feels a hard line needs to be 
taken on this ordinance. A new source of money for nuisance abatement is available with 
today’s land sale, and will be used to assist with ordinance enforcement. 
 

At 1:45 p.m., The Court held an Executive session per ORS 192.660(2h) to consult 
with legal counsel regarding litigation filed, or likely to be filed 192.660 (2 H). The Court 
reconvened in regular session at 2:10 p.m., no action taken. 
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Judge Grasty stated that he has recently had several inquiries from landowners 

regarding the Meadowland Ranch easements. The Court agreed that landowners need to 
seek legal counsel regarding any easements. The County can not assist with interpretation 
of the Meadowland Ranch easement. 
 

Judge Grasty stated that at the Recent AOC conference, the Commissioners reviewed a 
proposal from the District Attorney’s Association, asking the counties for a portion of the 
Prosecution Assistance funding from the State to be used to staff an Executive Director of 
the District Attorney’s Association. The District Attorneys are proposing using ½ of the 
amount contributed to each county for this purpose.  In Harney County’s case, this would 
be approx. $2000.00. The Counties are taking the idea under advisement, and have not 
yet made a decision. Each will have to do so individually. 
 

Derrin Robinson, Chief Deputy County Clerk, reported that Harney County had just   
received this morning, the new vote tally equipment. It is an Election Systems & 
Software (ES&S) Model 650, Optical Scan system.  Robinson explained that County 
Clerk Maria Iturriaga had received a Grant from the Secretary of State for $36,000.00, a 
discount of $20,000 from ES&S, leaving the cost to Harney County at only $9,000.00 for 
a $65,000 system. This will replace the tally system that has been in use on loan from 
Ryder Election Services. 
 

Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor discussed several matters relating to Road Dept. 
Equipment needs and staffing. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Derrin Robinson, C.R.A., C.E.A,  
Chief Deputy Harney County Clerk 
 
 
 
 


