HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING
September 20, 2007

The Harney County Court convened on September 20, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge
Steven E. Grasty’s office. Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty and
Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack Drinkwater. Also attending were, Kerry Landers,
Road Supervisor and County Court Secretary, Sharon Johnson.

Public attending were Mary Ausmus, Jesse Barnes County Weed Control Coordinator
and Deon Strommer candidate running for Tom Butler's State Representative seat in
District 60.

Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the September 5, 2007 minutes as
mailed, Judge Grasty seconded, motion carried unanimously.

Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by Court’s
signature.

During the Public Comment portion of the meeting: 1) Mary Ausmus asked what the
County has in mind to do to cooperate with the City of Burns on the dog control issue.
Judge Grasty answered that there had been no decision about that issue as of yet. Ms.
Ausmus then asked how there could be a prescribed burn if the burning ban had not
been lifted first. Discussion followed. 2) Deon Strommer introduced himself saying that
he is running for Tom Butler's State Representative seat and that he will be in the
community attending meetings and meeting people to get to know the area.

The application of Tom and Rene Vetter to install a stock guard on Hines Logging Road
was discussed. Consensus of the Court was to postpone the decision until they visit the
site.

Jesse Barnes, County Weed Control Coordinator, was present to review and discuss a
Weed Abatement Memorandum of Understanding between the County and the Burns
Paiute Tribe. Don Munkers, General Manager for the Tribe, arrived to participate in the
discussion regarding a liability insurance issue. It was decided that a shared liability
would be in the best interest of both parties. It was also decided to change the length of
the agreement. Ms. Barnes and Mr. Munkers agreed to make the changes to the MOU
and bring it back for a signature. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve
the MOU, Commissioner Nichols seconded with the clarification that it would be
amended as discussed, motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #2007-17 in the Matter of Transferring Appropriations Within a Fund was
discussed. The purpose of the transfer will be to allow the purchase of needed
equipment. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to adopt the Resolution,
Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried unanimously.

Resolution #2007-18, in the Matter of Appropriating Funds Due to Unexpected
Occurrence or Condition in the Weed Department was discussed next. Commissioner
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Drinkwater made a motion to approve the Resolution, Commissioner Nichols seconded,
motion carried unanimously.

The Court reviewed and signed several agreements between the Harney County
Commission on Children and Families and its providers. Commissioner Nichols noted
that this is something that is done every year. Commissioner Nichols then made a
motion to approve agreements between HCCCF and Harney ESD, Grant/Harney
CASA, Boys and Girls Club, Training and Employment Consortium, and Burns/Hines
School District #3, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried unanimously. A
short discussion followed with all in agreement on the great job that Commission
Director Patty Dorroh is doing.

Judge Grasty explained the possibility of the County adopting a Health Savings Account
type insurance for employees. Discussion followed. Consensus of the Court was to
meet with the County’s insurance carrier for a review of the coverage.

Mark Maliwauki, Harney County Business Development Coordinator, was present to
discuss economic development issues. He began by giving the Court an overview of the
projects he is currently working on. He went on to explain the “confidential business
lead” that was mentioned at the last County Court meeting. He said that he had put
together a proposal that was given to the Oregon Economic and Community
Development department. Judge Grasty noted that the Court may or may not ever hear
from the company and we do not know what company it is. Mr. Maliwauki then
explained the Oregon Business Magazine tour that happened in the County on
September 19. The tour participants were from the western part of the State. They
visited the Zeolite facility, the Molt Ranch and the Meat Hook Restaurant specifically but
learned about many other aspects of the County. Discussion followed.

Judge Grasty noted that the deadline for the Livestock Compensation Program 2005-
2007 for suffering loss from the drought is coming up soon. Information on the program
can be found at www.fsa.usda.gov

A discussion was held regarding the opportunity to comment on the Egley Fire Complex
Danger Tree Removal project. Judge Grasty said that Ron Yockim, County Natural
Resources attorney, had been asked to prepare a written comment to the Forest
Service.

The Court took a few minutes to review the materials on the Roadless Litigation in
Wyoming. The American Forest Resource Council has been asked to intervene in the
Wyoming case challenging the resurrection of the Clinton Roadless rule. They were
asked to identify two counties each from Oregon, Montana and California that could
benefit by having the Roadless Rule overturned. There is a cost to getting the work
done so AFRC is asking each county to contribute $1,000.00 and they will pick up
balance. Grant County has already pledged $1,000.00. The Court decided to break for
lunch and continue the discussion after lunch.

Court recessed at 11:50 a.m. for lunch. Court reconvened at 1:15 p.m.

In the matter of awarding the bid for a rock crusher Road Supervisor Kerry Landers
recommended accepting the bid from Construction Equipment Company for
$1,012,892.00 minus $7,172.00 for the Dust Suppression System that Mr. Landers feels
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is unnecessary. The new amount of the bid is $1,005,720.00. Commissioner Drinkwater
made a motion to accept the bid as recommended, Commissioner Nichols seconded.
Discussion followed. Motion carried unanimously. Mr. Landers then explained that one
bid had been received for the genset alone from Western States Equipment for
$169,695.00. Construction Equipment Company bid $156,278.00 for a genset (included
in the previously mentioned crusher bid). Mr. Landers recommended rejecting the bid
from Western States. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to reject the bid from
Western States for the genset, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried
unanimously. Some discussion followed. Douglas Lancaster from CEC was present and
received the bid award document from Mr. Landers.

Discussion continued regarding the roadless issue. Commissioner Nichols made a
motion to donate $1000 to have intervenor status, Commission Drinkwater seconded,
motion carried unanimously.

Judge Grasty began a discussion regarding Landscape NEPA in conjunction with the
Forest Service and The Nature Conservancy.

Mr. Landers asked for permission to hire someone to set the bridge on the Donner Und
Blitzen River. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to extend a work order to
Waldron and Sons, Inc. for approximately $40,000.00 as recommended by Mr. Landers,
Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously.

Judge Grasty read a letter from the Burns Paiute Tribe requesting a speed limit sign on
West Loop Road as it comes into the Reservation.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2 p.m.

Respectfully,

Sharon Johnson
Secretary, Harney County Court
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