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Harney County Court Minutes
March 7, 2007

÷The Harney County Court convened March 7, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s
office.  Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols
and Jack Drinkwater.  Also attending were, Kerry Landers, Road Supervisor, Brandon
McMullen, Planning Director, Bryce Mertz, GIS Coordinator, Darwin Johnson, Planning
Assistant, Tim Colahan, District Attorney, David Glerup, Sheriff and County Clerk,
Maria Iturriaga.

÷Public attending were, Debbie Raney from the Burns Times Herald, Karen Moon from
the Watershed Council, Barbara Cannady and Hoyt Wilson.

÷Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.

÷Financial and statistical reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by court’s
signature.

÷Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the February 21 county court
minutes as mailed.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

÷Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to appoint Glen Hudspeth to fill the
concerned-general position to the Harney County Watershed Council, and acknowledge
Lawrence Schwabe to the interim appointment to fill the Tribe’s position on the Council. 
Commissioner Nichols seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

÷Judge Grasty informed the court that there has been advertising for budget board
member and has one letter of interest.  Judge Grasty made a motion to appoint Pete
Runnels to a three year term to the budget board, term expiration 2010.  Commissioner
Drinkwater seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

÷There was some discussion as to set the Budget Board meeting schedule.  The court set
tentative dates, however it was the consensus of the court that they will informally meet
with the budget board to set definite dates. 

÷Judge Grasty updated the court on his trip to Washington D.C. he stated that our
congressional delegates are working very hard in trying to re-authorize the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self Determination Act (Forest Receipts) and hopefully
something will be known soon.

÷The court reviewed a letter from Lane County Board of Commissioner Chair
requesting a contribution of $2,591 as part of the retainer for lobbying efforts. Judge
Grasty stated that he’s not supportive of this request as it’s already being done from a
different angle. Then it was the consensus of the court not to participate.

÷Chris Crowley, Columbia Energy Partners of Vancouver, Washington, was in
attendance and gave an informational presentation on the Echanis Wind Farm Project to
be located on Hoyt Wilson property on East Steens.  He explained that wind power is the
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most cost effective of any other renewal resource and is competitive with natural gas.  He
said for the project to succeed, you need the wind, transmission, permits for the project
and a market for the product or the project. This project would not eliminate grazing.  He
stated that the windmills are surprisingly quite.  Mr. Crowley stated that he is confident
they will be able to sell the power and estimates that 8 to 12 employees would be hired.
He commented that this is new to Harney County but not new around the state as this
type of projects are in existence in other counties.

÷Bruce Buchanan, Oregon Housing & Community Services, and Laura Van Cleave,
Director of HHOPE were in attendance to discuss the agency’s programs.  Mr. Buchanan
reported that they helped fund the Quail Court Apartments and helped with the Tribe’s
Cultural Center.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding transitional housing for ex-
offenders and funds available for that type of housing. Tim Colahan, District Attorney
stated that ex-offenders have post prison orders to serve probation where sentenced from
or the residence on driver’s license.  At the present time Harney County does not have
housing available for these people.  Mr.Colahan stated that people need to realize that
most of the offenders are Measure 11 sex offenders and they’ve not had treatment while
in prison but are mandated to complete treatment in post prison supervision back in the
community. He also said the benefit to this type of housing is trying to reduce recidivism,
they do pay rent so is not a free ride for them. He said it might be a free ride for a period
of time, but he does not see it as a drain to our tax payers. This is not for everybody
coming out of the system. Those who have family or a home in the community are not
eligible for this housing. This is just for the destitute and homeless.  There was discussion
as to whether it would be the more cost effective to remodel an existing property or a
new modular home as other counties are utilizing.  It was the consensus that a modular
building would be the most cost effective way of pursuing.  Laura VanCleave, from
HHOPE stated that she’s an advocate for this type of housing as there is a community
need. It was the consensus of the court to go ahead with the grant to see if funds will be
granted for this purpose although there needs to be much more conversation on this issue. 

÷Judge Grasty informed the court that the boiler in one of the county’s industrial
building had failed.  There was also a discussion regarding the Memorial Building fire
sprinkling system and the cost associated with the project.

÷Judge Grasty reminded the court that the Fair Board meeting will be March 14 .th

÷Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to sign and adopt Resolution 2007-02 In The
Matter of Appropriating Funds Due to Unexpected Occurrence or Condition in the
Harney County Road Dept.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried
unanimously.

÷The court reviewed a letter from the Forest Service regarding eight grazing allotment
management projects. It was the consensus of the court this is very positive and to
comment on moving ahead and emphasize the importance of grazing.

÷The court also reviewed Pinecraft Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project Notice of
Scoping.  It was the consensus of the court to request someone from the BLM come and
speak to the court regarding this issue. 
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÷Maria Iturriaga, County Clerk, informed the court on bills pertaining to recording fee
increases which are moving in the legislature.  She said Senate Bill 38 establishes
additional recording fees to be transferred to Housing and Community Services Dept to
fund low income housing projects; Senate Bill 366 authorizes school districts to direct
county clerks to assess and collect additional recording fees for subdivision or partitions
on behalf of schools; House Bill 2085 adds a recording fee to be appropriated to the
Secretary of State for use by State Archives; and HB 2857 adds a recording fee
benefiting the state courts. Maria expressed her concerns and opposition to those
additional fee bills, as it would place a burden on people recording any kind of document
and stated that to her this is pure and simple a tax,  and wanted the public to be aware of
what’s happening in Salem so they could express their feelings to the legislators.

÷A hearing on a Measure 37 claim from Gerry Bennett opened at 2:05 p.m.  Attending
were, Gerry Bennett, applicant, Jim Schultz, Barbara Cannady, Debbie Raney, and Tim
Cardin.  Brandon McMullen, Planning Director presented staff report.  He explained the
pros and cons of going with a lot of record for the county, he said there were three
options, either modify, apply or over rule. Gerry Bennett, applicant, testified and
answered questions of the court. He stated he would like to build a cabin for his family
on the property so they can hunt.  Judge Grasty stated that there are no funds to pay the
applicant so that’s not an issue.  Judge Grasty made a motion to allow Measure 37 claim
by not applying it to the Harney County Comprehensive Land Ordinance Sec. 3.060
(Forest Use Zone – FU) paragraph 1 single family dwelling, paragraph upper case B lot
of record dwelling, subsection lower case “e” in its entirety and direct the planning
director to prepare this decision in writing for signature of the county judge.  Judge
Grasty requested that the planning director share the document with the Commissioners
before moving ahead with it.  Commissioner Drinkwater seconded. Motion carried
unanimously.  (A complete tape of the hearing can be obtained or reviewed at the
Planning Department in the Courthouse). 

÷There, being no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. They then departed
to tour the Monaco Coach plant in Hines.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria Iturriaga, CCC
Harney County Clerk
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