
Harney County Court Meeting 
May 4, 2011 

 

 

The Harney County Court convened on Wednesday, May 4, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 
in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s office. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty, 
Commissioner Dan Nichols and Commissioner Pete Runnels. Also attending 
were Road Supervisor Eric Drushella, County Treasurer Nellie Franklin and 
County Court Secretary Sharon Johnson. Public attending were Mary Ausmus, 
Chamber Director Jen Hoke, Pete Merritt and Sam Kazer. Present for a portion 
of the meeting were Circuit Court Judge Bill Cramer, Court Administrator Tammy 
Wheeler, District Attorney Tim Colahan, Justice of the Peace Dewey Newton and 
Sheriff Dave Glerup.  
 
Commissioner Nichols led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the April 20, 2011 minutes, 
Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by 
Court’s signature. 
 
During Public Comment Mary Ausmus asked if privatizing Harney Behavioral 
Health jeopardizes their ability to get grants. Judge Grasty said that it does not 
and County Treasurer Nellie Franklin said that the belief is that it will actually 
increase the probability of receiving grant money. Ms. Ausmus then asked if the 
contract would be a public document and Judge Grasty answered that it would. 
 
Chamber Director Jen Hoke was present to let the Court know that the Desert 
Riders will be organizing the first annual July 4th parade to be held this year. A 
short discussion followed. 
 
Judge Grasty explained his testimony before the Public Safety Sub-committee of 
the Ways & Means Committee regarding the funding of Oregon Youth Authority. 
He also noted that there was quite a group of people from Harney County 
testifying as well. He said that the Committee seemed to be very interested when 
he presented some ideas on how to come up with the necessary funding. 
Discussion followed.  
 
Circuit Court Judge Bill Cramer, Circuit Court Administrator Tammy Wheeler, 
District Attorney Tim Colahan, Justice of the Peace Dewey Newton and Sheriff 
Dave Glerup were present to discuss the future of Justice Court. Mr. Colahan 
spoke about the fact that Judge Newton is soon to retire and so there has been 
discussion about transferring misdemeanor cases to Circuit Court. He went on to 
explain the reasons for suggesting the transfer, the possible concerns and 
benefits. A lengthy discussion followed. Judge Grasty said that he is absolutely 



opposed to the elimination of Justice Court altogether, which comes up in the 
legislature from time to time.  
 
Following the discussion about Justice Court the discussion then returned to the 
situation with the Oregon Youth Authority. Jen Hoke said that she will start 
contacting people to send letters and/or emails to the Ways and Means 
committee in support of keeping the Burns facility open. Ms. Hoke said that she 
would provide talking points for people to use in their letters and a list of contacts 
to send those letters to.  
 
Sheriff Dave Glerup informed the Court that the flood waters have receded and 
that there has not been resurgence due to the recent warm weather. He said that 
one pump is running about twice per week now and that the Army Corps of 
Engineers is requesting their pumps back. He said that he thinks it is about time 
to call an end to the event. Discussion followed. 
 
At 11:05 a.m. bids for asphalt were opened and read aloud. Bids were as follows:   
 

 Idaho Asphalt Albina Asphalt Western States 

CRS-2R to Burns $537.50/ton $598.00/ton $529.00/ton 

CRS-2R to Fields $555.90/ton $595.00/ton $532.00/ton 

CMS-2S to Fields $610.90/ton No Bid $568.00/ton 

CSS-1 to Fields $545.90/ton $545.00/ton $529.00/ton 

 
Road Supervisor Eric Drushella said he would review the bids and return with a 
recommendation for the Court. 
 
Judge Grasty indicated that he and Commissioner Nichols each have a conflict 
with the Budget Committee meeting scheduled for May 11. He suggested that 
the meeting be held on May 25th instead; it the consensus of the Court to move 
the meeting to May 25th.  
 
Curt Qual, Partnership Coordinator for the Malheur Forest, was present to 
discuss Forest Service issues.  Mr. Qual discussed stewardship contracting at 
length. 
 
Mr. Drushella returned to the meeting and recommended accepting the bid from 
Western States Asphalt. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to accept the Bid 
from Western States Asphalt, Commissioner Runnels seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 12:10 p.m. for lunch and resumed at 1:12 p.m. 
 
The Court discussed Resolution #2011-05 in the Matter of Harney County 
General Fund Contingency Line #101-007-05-30-3030 for payment of expenses 
related to fighting the flood during the month of April. Judge Grasty explained that 



in an earlier discussion with County Finance Administrator LaDene Hurd about 
the resolution she had suggested using the General Fund Maintenance and 
Repair line to pay for flood expenses rather than using the Contingency line. The 
Court agreed. 
 
Judge Grasty updated the Court on recently happenings with the Sage Grouse 
Strategy and ODFW meetings that he has attended. Discussion followed.  
 
The discussion then turned to the privatization of Harney Behavioral Health. 
County Treasurer Nellie Franklin and Assessor Ted Tiller were present for this 
part of the meeting. Judge Grasty explained that he and Ms. Franklin had met by 
phone with Madeline Olson, Director of the State Office of Mental Health and 
George Wilber, CPA, to discuss the division of assets, establishment of reserves 
and different ways to handle it. Mr. Tiller informed the Court that when HBH goes 
private there will be property tax implications. Judge Grasty said that he had 
spoken with HBH Director Chris Siegner about that; Mr. Tiller said that he had 
spoken with Mr. Siegner as well. Mr. Tiller said that the building had not been 
appraised for several years as it was in County ownership but that it would be 
appraised again soon. It was decided that the earlier agreed upon weekly 
meetings should begin next week. The Court then reviewed the suggested list of 
Board of Directors members for the new entity, Symmetry Care. Commissioner 
Nichols made a motion to approve the following as members of the Board of 
Directors of Symmetry Care: Kevin Johnston, Fred Flippence, Michele Bradach, 
Ken Higle, Steve Grasty, Christy Rickman and Sam Potter, Commissioner 
Runnels seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Planning Director Brandon McMullen appeared to update the Court on Measure 
56 Notices. He said the state requires Counties to mail out notices to all owners 
of ag land whenever the state proposes new rules or statutes that affect uses on 
ag land. Currently there are two proposed rules going before LCDC on June 22 
dealing with commercial solar facilities and water impoundment. A lengthy 
discussion followed. Mr. McMullen also mentioned that FEMA is in the midst of a 
discovery process for specific watershed areas doing Risk Map assessments. A 
meeting will be held in Burns on June 15 with FEMA staff, DLCD staff and local 
public officials. Commissioner Nichols suggested having a presentation of our 
needs and opportunities ready to deliver to FEMA at that meeting.  
 
Judge Grasty gave an update on the last Association of Oregon Counties 
meeting that he attended.  
 
Judge Grasty presented a document that was given to him by Commissioner 
Faye Stewart who was suggesting that Oregon establish a relationship with 
Japan to supply wood products for the rebuilding in that country following the 
earthquake and tsunami.   
 



The discussion reverted to back to the Forest Service, with no action being 
necessary. 
 
There being not further business the meeting was adjourned at 3 p.m. and the 
Court went into a work session.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Sharon Johnson 
County Court Secretary 
 
 


