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Harney County Court Meeting 
February 15, 2012 

 
→The Harney County Court convened February 15, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s office.  
Members attending were, Judge Steven E. Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols and Pete 
Runnels.  Also attending were, Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor and County Clerk, Maria 
Iturriaga. 
 
→Public attending were, Jennifer Jenks, Burns Times Herald, Mary Ausmus, Herb Vloedman and 
Barbara Cannady.  
 
→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
→Financial and statistical reports were reviewed and vouchers’ approved by court’s signature. 
 
→Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the February 1, 2012 county court minutes 
as mailed.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→The court signed a letter to the Oregon Congressional Delegation requesting the inclusion of 
PTC (Production Tax Credit) Extension in the Payroll Tax Bill. 
 
Public comment: 
→Herb Vloedman, commented that signs entering into Harney County are not the same 
wording as on other counties.  He mentioned that entering into other counties they say 
“Welcome to XX County” and ours does not, also that he would like a sign to honor veterans. 
Judge Grasty said he would inquire about the issue. However, it is a responsibility of Oregon 
Dept. of Transportation. 
 
→Mr. Vloedman also inquired about population estimate for Harney County.  He said his 
understanding there is decrease of children at the school and wanted to verify the population 
estimate.  Judge Grasty stated that population numbers are just estimates.  
 
→Mary Ausmus, questioned how two employees on payroll saves money in the Health and 
Home Health Departments.  Judge Grasty stated they are not increasing personnel as they are 
directors however also are direct service providers.  Ms. Ausmus also questioned the difference 
between a medical examiner and coroner.  Judge Grasty informed all that the medical examiner 
does the work and a doctor (MD) reviews of the work. 
 
→Barbara Cannady, inquired about the work Judge Grasty and Tony Svejcar have been doing in 
regards to bio-mass/bio-fuel.  He said there is an investor interested and will be following up 
with a meeting scheduled next week. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols updated the court on the Wolf Compensation policy.  He said he has 
checked with Wallowa County and other individuals and will be arranging a meeting to 
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determine what direction the county will be taking on this issue where it would be the best 
interest of Harney County. A discussion followed with Bill Wilber joining in the discussion as a 
member of OCA.  Rep. Bentz has introduced legislation clarifying some issues. 
 
→The court reviewed a letter from DEQ in response to the County requesting DEQ to 
reconsider the permit requirement for installation of landfill gas monitoring.  The County’s 
contention is that, due to the remote location, small size, low waste volumes and the local 
climatic and physical conditions of these rural landfills, gas monitoring is not needed because 
there is no threat to human health or the environment.  After reviewing the criteria DEQ 
recommends requiring Harney County install 3 ten-foot deep landfill gas monitoring probes at 
the Fields landfill and ending annual landfill gas monitoring at Diamond, Drewsey, Frenchglen, 
Riley and Sodhouse landfills and will modify the permits for these landfills to reflect this change 
in requirements once the construction diagrams for Fields have been approved.  The County 
will pursue the requirement for the Fields landfill to see if this site could be exempted from the 
gas monitoring requirement as well. Judge Grasty will respond to the letter. 
 
→Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor explained how the bidding process will he handled this year. 
 
The following bids were received for Fuel bid opening conducted at 11:00 a.m.  Ed Staub & 
Sons:  Heating oil -$3.3671, diesel to:  Diamond $3.4601, Drewsey $3.4601, Andrews $3.5001, 
Clear Kerosene (Blending Diesel), Andrews Diesel $3.7447. 
Ebar Oil Co.: Heating oil - $3.473, diesel to:  Diamond $3.443, Drewsey $3.443, Andrews $3.593, 
Clear Kerosene (Blending Diesel), Andrews Diesel $3.655. 
 
→Eric Drushella will review the bids and will recommend the awarding of the bid. 
 
→The court reviewed a Right of Way Location Narrative from Kenny Delano, Harney County 
Surveyor, which was performed at the request of Judge Grasty to locate the existing right of 
way of a roadway located along the north line of Section 14, T.27S., R.34E. W.M., from the NW 
corner of said Section 14 easterly to the westerly right of line of Hwy. 78 and determine the 
area of the right of way. Based on the finding and using the 60 ft width for the record right of 
way the area is found to be 3.38 acres.  Barbara Cannady questioned how a 60 ft width was 
determined.  Judge Grasty stated it is outlined in statute.  Judge Grasty will write a letter to the 
Assessor advising him of the finding.    
 
→The court acknowledged the appointment of Commissioner Pete Runnels to the BLM’s SE 
Oregon Resource Advisory Council (RAC) as the elected representative position. 
 
→Brandon McMullen, Planning Director was in attendance to explain to the court the receipt of 
a Stipulated Motion to Set Briefing Schedule regarding an appeal to the Land Use Board of 
Appeals where Oregon Natural Desert Association, Petitioner versus Harney County, 
Respondent and Diamond Valley Ranch, Intervenor-Respondent for a Non-Farm Dwelling. He 
also updated the court on the appeal of a cell phone tower. 
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→The court had a discussion regarding roadless areas within Harney County.  The county has 
done a detailed analysis of a road system within CMPA.   The consensus was to have public 
meetings to provide informational maps in regards to the road system issue throughout the 
remainder of the county and arrive at a standard. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to award the Heating Oil bid to Ed Staub & Sons, the 
maintenance stations fuel to Ebar Oil Co., and accept both bids for the gasoline card locks as 
recommended by Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor.  Commissioner Runnels seconded.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
                                   
→The court briefly discussed the regional revolving loan funds our region consists of Harney, 
Grant and Malheur Counties.  The court also discussed the fact that a grant loan of 25% of the 
funds awarded to Joseph Juniper Inc. with no interest and discussed establishing a business 
development revolving fund for when payments start coming in for the principal of the loan.  
 
→The court reviewed Public Notice of Water Use Requests from Oregon Water Resources 
Department.  No objections expressed by the court to any of the requests. 
 
→Judge Grasty made a motion to approve and accept General Principles and Standards for 
Evaluating Impacts and Mitigation in Sage Grouse Habitat in Harney County.  Commissioner 
Nichols seconded.  It was stated that this document is broadly about wildlife within sage grouse 
habitat. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Maria Iturriaga, CCC 
Harney County Clerk 


