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Harney County Court Meeting 
February 1, 2012 

 
→The Harney County Court convened February 1, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge 
Grasty’s office.  Members attending were, Judge Steven E. Grasty and Commissioners 
Dan Nichols and Pete Runnels. Also attending were, Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor, 
Ellen “Nellie Franklin, Treasurer and County Clerk, Maria Iturriaga. 
 
→Public attending were, Barbara Cannady, Mary Ausmus, Pauline Braymen, Randy 
Parks, Gerard & Lori LaBrecque, Ken Bentz, Kenny Bentz & Wayne Smith. 
 
→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
→Financial and Statistical Reports were reviewed by the court and vouchers approved 
by court’s signature. 
 
→Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the January 18 county court 
minutes as mailed.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Judge Grasty presented an overview in regards to the Justice of the Peace 
appointment.  He informed the court he was notified yesterday that the Governor will not 
be making the appointment for Justice of the Peace the reasoning being that there was 
not enough time to have a thorough investigation.  Judge Grasty stated that the 
Governor is the only one that can make the appointment as it is a vacancy not a 
temporary absence or incapacitation of any sort. Judge Grasty had come to a decision 
to ask Sandy Richards, Pro Tempore to take on the responsibility temporarily and she 
had agreed.  She will be compensated at the Justice of the Peace salary during the time 
she is acting Justice of the Peace. 
 
→Judge Grasty presented the proposed Budget Committee schedule. 
 
→Commissioner Runnels updated the court and had discussion regarding the Library. 
He informed the court that a survey had sent out the responses are now being 
discussed, such as services to the rural area and the possibility of a taxing district, there 
will be focus groups working on the responses of the citizens.  Commissioner Runnels 
informed the court that there has been a request to have a wedding at the Library.  A 
contract has been drafted for this purpose the advisory board has adopted this one time 
contract. Tim Colahan, County Counsel has reviewed the contract. 
 
→The committee reviewing the proposals submitted at the last County Court meeting 
for Forest Health Grant Funds recommended Joseph Juniper, Inc. be the recipient of 
the funds.  Commissioner Runnels made a motion to award full amount of $100,000 to 
Joseph Juniper, Inc. as recommended by the committee.  Commissioner Nichols 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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→The court and Nellie Franklin, Treasurer had a discussion regarding the Oregon 
Intermediate Term Fund (OITF) managed by State Treasury and whether it could be a 
potential investment vehicle for counties that have large road reserves that have greater 
than a 3.5 year reserve. This is an AOC proposal due to the ending of Secured School’s 
Fund. Mrs. Franklin expressed some concerns over the higher risk and the liquidity of 
the funds. Judge Grasty felt it is worth looking at this proposal, he also stated we do 
have time to think about it since it will in the legislative session of 2013 as this will 
require statutory change to the current investment laws.   
 
→Commissioner Nichols reported on the formation of a Wolf compensation committee.  
They had been led to believe this committee had to be in place by Feb. 15 however is 
retroactive and are not up against that deadline so will continue to look into the 
formation.  Kenny Bentz, resident of Crane, expressed his opposition at forming the 
committee as he questions why we should accept having wolves here and if a 
compensation package is signed it means we do accept them and sign on to have them 
here.  Wayne Smith, resident of Riley, stated he spent time in Wallowa County in the 
middle of the wolf issue.  He said they’ve done all suggested however none has worked 
and are no closer to getting rid of the wolves as when it first started. He furnished 
statistics on wolves at Wallowa County and gave dollar value economic losses in 
various ranches around Wallowa County.  He stated that the impact is more of what 
they can compensate.  He also agreed with Kenny Bentz that accepting the 
compensation is agreeing to let wolves come into the County and should take a stand 
that they will not be tolerated in Harney County.  Commissioner Nichols also expressed 
frustration at not being heard by agencies. Ken Bentz, Sr. stated that he agrees with all 
said and operators should be able to shoot them when problems develop.  He said that 
Rep. Cliff Bentz is working on legislation to be able to do just that and needs help to get 
the legislation passed.  Commissioner Nichols said he had no problem saying no 
however they need to know the legalities of such stand and need more discussion on 
this issue.  Commissioner Nichols will continue to lead this discussion and seek public 
input to arrive at a recommendation for the court. 
 
→The court reviewed the BLM’s request for public input on the Alder Creek Restoration 
Environmental Assessment.  Also the BLM’s Notice of Proposed Decision on Denying 
Grazing within Tombstone Pasture of South Steens Allotment for the 2012 Grazing 
Season. Judge Grasty will identify affected permittees and landowners to see if there 
are any concerns with the request and notice. 
 
→Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor presented an update on Road Department projects. 
He informed the court that fuel bids are out for bid. They will be eliminating the gas now 
being pumped at the county facility and only use cards utilizing the call for prices option.  
The heating fuel and diesel will still be bid out which will include diesel for all county 
maintenance stations.   
 
→The court went to the Senior Center to meet with the Collins Foundation in regards to 
a grant application for the building expansion at the center. The court convened once 
again to finish with county court business. 
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→The court worked on a draft of General Principles and Standards for Evaluating 
Impacts and Mitigation in Sage Grouse Habitat in Harney County.  Judge Grasty will 
finish the draft and send it to the Commissioners and Ron Yockim, Attorney for their 
review and then to the committee which will consists of 6 members whom have not 
been identified. March 7 is the county’s goal for the final plan. This Mitigation Plan is a 
stand-alone document working with the developer, ODFW, USFWS and BLM it will be 
specific to the Echanis Wind Energy Project.   
 
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to have the court sign a letter of testimony in 
support of HB 4006.  Commissioner Runnels seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→The court reviewed a request from Bryce Mertz, GIS Coordinator for naming of a 
private road where currently there are four existing dwellings that use this access and in 
accordance with Article 9, Section 9.1 of the Harney County Zoning Ordinance, a third 
dwelling requires naming of a private or unnamed road.  Commissioner Nichols made a 
motion to approve and sign Resolution 2012-02 naming of Soldier Creek Road as 
suggested.  Commissioner Runnels seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→The court reviewed Public Notice of Water Use Requests from Oregon Water 
Resources Department.  No objections expressed by the court to any of the requests. 
 
→There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maria Iturriaga, CCC 
Harney County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


