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Harney County Court Meeting 
April 11, 2012 

 
→The Harney County Court convened April 11, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s office.  
Members attending were, Judge Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols and Peter Runnels.  
Also attending were, Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor, Ellen “Nellie” Franklin, Treasurer and 
County Clerk, Maria Iturriaga. 
 
→Public attending were, Herb Vloedman, Jennifer Jenks, Barbara Cannady, Larry Hammond, 
Charlie Otley, Jesse Barnes, Mary Ausmus, and Autumn Larkins. 
 
→Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
→Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the April 4, 2012 minutes as mailed.  
Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. Judge Grasty abstained from 
voting since he was not at the meeting. 
 
→Larry Hammond expressed concern regarding the court’s decision on public comment period 
during county court meetings.  Judge Grasty and Commissioner Nichols made it clear they are 
not trying to limit public comment nor opinions as they value any comment or opinion from the 
public, they will take public comment at the beginning of the meeting and at the end.   
Commissioner Nichols stated they meet twice a month and there are time constraints to try to 
get to all the issues before them.  
 
→Judge Grasty pointed to all the correspondence they have to review and may have to have a 
work session to review them. 
 
→Brandon McMullen, Planning Director, was in attendance to update the court on the 2012 
Silvies Watershed Risk MAP Partnership Agreement with FEMA.  This Partnership agreement 
represents a good-faith effort by all parties to share data, communicate findings, and plan 
mitigation activities to reduce the exposure of the citizens within the communities to hazard 
risk.  It is not legally binding. Judge Grasty fees it would be a huge mistake not to sign it as he 
sees more benefit than costs.  Commissioner Nichols suggested we wait and see if the cities are 
on board as he does have some concerns.  
 
→Commissioner Nichols stated a wolf committee will be appointed at the next County Court 
meeting. 
 
→The court had a lengthy discussion in regards to the litigation filed by ONDA (Oregon Natural 
Desert Association) and the Audubon Society against the Secretary of Interior, Ken Salazar and 
the BLM on the North Steens Transmission Line Project.  Judge Grasty said strategies will have 
to be developed to fight the interest groups and a group of affected people and legal counsels 
will be meeting to develop the strategies. 
 
→Jesse Barnes, County Weed Coordinator, was in attendance with an update on the County 
Weed Ordinance No. 2008-61 the purpose of the ordinance is to specify the procedures for the 
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control of weeds identified as noxious by the Harney County Court. (ORS 570.500 to 570.600). A 
copy of the ordinance can be obtained from the County Clerk’s office or the County’s website 
under the Weed Department.  
 
→Judge Grasty explained the process that was followed for the recommendation on the 
purchase of new General Ledger software as the current system now in use needs to be 
updated.  A committee consisting of Judge Grasty, LaDene Hurd, Nancy Oster Courtney and 
Ellen “Nellie” Franklin, Treasurer reviewed the software and recommended the bid be awarded 
to Tyler Technology, Inc.  The hope is the conversion will totally be accomplished by June 2013. 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to award the bid to Tyler Technologies. Commissioner 
Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→The court had a lengthy discussion on the Echanis Wind Project – Wildlife and Habitat 
Mitigation Plan. The court recognized the comments from US Fish & Wildlife & ODF&W and 
thanked them for their participation.  Commissioner Runnels made a motion to adopt the final 
draft mitigation plan as written and prepare a Resolution for next county court.  Commissioner 
Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Bid opening of telephone system:  The following bids were submitted: 
Gary Mart, Coinet $DSL 24,950 Wireless $26,950, CenturyLink $44,338, Eastern Oregon 
Technology $35,439.70; The Office Phone $28,063.70, DataTel $39,988.  Judge Grasty will 
review and recommend at a later date. 
 
→The court recessed for lunch and will convene into Budget Board meeting at 1:00 p.m. They 
will reconvene to continue the County Court meeting after the Budget Board meeting. 
 
→The court discussed a vacancy on the Fair Board.  There are four individuals interested in 
serving.  After discussion it was the consensus of the court to wait until next court meeting to 
make the appointment.  
 
→Commissioner Nichols made a motion to sign and adopt Resolution #2012-04 In the Matter of 
Supporting Proposed Federal Forests County Revenue, Schools and Jobs Act of 2012. 
Commissioner Runnels seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Judge Grasty shared with the court various correspondence for them to review. 
 
→Public Notice of Water Use Requests from Oregon Water Resources Department were 
reviewed by the court.  No objections expressed to any of the requests.   
 
→There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Maria Iturriaga, CCC 
Harney County Clerk 


