
Harney County Court Meeting 
April 18, 2012 

 
The Harney County Court convened on Wednesday, April 18, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 

in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s office. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty, 
Commissioner Dan Nichols and Commissioner Pete Runnels. Also attending 
were County Road Supervisor Eric Drushella, and County Court Secretary 

Sharon Johnson. Attending for portions of the meeting were County Weed 
Control Coordinator Jesse Barnes and Planning Director Brandon McMullen. 
 

Public attending were Herb Vloedman, Mary Ausmus, Jennifer Jenks, Barb 
Cannady, Paul Hyland and Bob Miles, 
 

Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the April 11, 2012 minutes, 

Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by 

Court’s signature. 
 
Judge Grasty noted that there were a few late items that could be discussed if 

there was time: 1) results of the Public Auction held on Saturday, April 14th; 2) a 
letter from ODFW announcing town hall meetings, none of which are closer than 
130 miles; 3) a letter of protest for a minor amendment to Conditional Use Permit 

#07-14 which has to do with the offsite temporary workforce housing. He noted 
that they would not be able to discuss this as it is a Planning issue that could 
come to the Court on appeal; 3) a check list on Coordinated Care Organizations 

and what County’s should be watching for; 4) a document explaining a new idea 
on aligning planning policy and practices to create more effective Sage Grouse 
conservation. 

 
Several topics were briefly discussed during Public Comment: 1) how would 
media be identified in regards to Executive Sessions; 2) the island being built at 

the Refuge; 3) the tagging of carp at the Refuge; 4) the transfer of an ODOT 
Right-of-Way to the County and 5) the process of identifying roads in the County.  
 

Jesse Barnes, County Weed Control Coordinator, was present to discuss the 
Certification of Inspection for gravel pits that was approved at the last County 
Court meeting. She stated that County Counsel Tim Colahan had reviewed the 

form and made a couple of suggestions that she has instituted. Commissioner 
Nichols noted that this process was instigated by the BLM. Discussion followed. 
A Fee Schedule was also proposed and briefly discussed. 

 
The 2012 Silvies Watershed Risk MAP Partnership Agreement was then 
discussed. Brandon McMullen, Planning Director, noted that both the City of 



Hines and the City of Burns have signed the Agreement. Judge Grasty made a 
motion to sign the MAP Partnership Agreement, Commissioner Runnels 

seconded, discussion followed, Commissioner Nichols noted a few concerns that 
he had with the Agreement. Motion carried, unanimously. 
 

Judge Grasty suggested scheduling a meeting with Ron Yockim in May to 
discuss the Coordination Policy Compact. 
 

A lengthy discussion was held regarding the North Steen’s Transmission Line 
Environmental Impact Statement litigation.  
 

The next item of discussion was the relinquishment of an ODOT Right-of-Way to 
Harney County. Judge Grasty noted that there is agreement from all affected 
landowners. Commissioner Runnels made a motion to accept the transfer of 

Right-of-Way from ODOT, Commissioner Nichols seconded, no further 
discussion, motion carried unanimously. 
 

The discussion regarding the North Steens’ Transmission Line EIS was renewed 
when Marl Kane, of Columbia Energy Partners, entered the room. Mr. Kane 
noted during the discussion that the transmission line does not cross any public 

land within the Steens Cooperative Management Protection Area (CMPA) and 
that private ground within the CMPA is still private ground, with all rights 
protected.  

 
Discussion was held regarding the process for Road Mapping throughout Harney 
County. Judge Grasty said that he and Commissioner Nichols have met with a 

variety of groups in the past to discuss the issue.  
 
Public Comment was allowed again before the lunch recess. Ms. Cannady asked 

for clarification on whether the mapping would be on private property as well as 
public. Judge Grasty said that he hoped it would be on all property. 
 

Resolution #2012-05 in the Matter of Imposing a Wildlife Mitigation Plan on the 
Echanis LLC Wind Farm was discussed. Commissioner Nichols made a motion 
to adopt Resolution# 2012-05 in the matter stated above, Commissioner Runnels 

seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Nichols described the process used to establish the Wolf 

Committee and explained how the committee is made up. He recommended 
appointing Bill Wilber and Kenny Bentz to fill the Producer spots and Suzanne 
Settle and Herbert Gray to fill the Advocate spots. Judge Grasty made a motion 

to appoint those recommended, Commissioner Runnels seconded, motion 
carried; Commissioner Runnels made a motion to appoint Commissioner Nichols 
as the Court member to the Committee, motion carried unanimously. 

 



Commissioner Runnels made a motion to appoint Dawn Crafts to the vacant spot 
on the Fair Board, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 
The Court agreed to a request by Clackamas County to meet via video 
conference, on May 2nd at 1 p.m. during the regular County Court meeting. 

Clackamas County is Harney County’s sister county. 
 
The Court discussed upcoming meetings for their schedules. 

 
The Court briefly discussed juniper and Coordinated Care Organizations (CCO). 
It was the consensus of the Court that Commissioner Runnels would take the 

lead on Harney County’s formation of a CCO.  
 
Judge Grasty suggested setting aside a day to hold a work shop to discuss the 

many items that have accumulated that need the Court’s attention. Consensus of 
the Court was to meet on May 1st at 1 p.m. in Judge Grasty’s office. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
 

Sharon Johnson 
Harney County Court Secretary 
 


