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Harney County Court Minutes 
April 4, 2012 

 
→The Harney County Court convened April 4, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s office.  
Members attending were, Commissioners Dan Nichols and Peter Runnels.  Judge Grasty was 
absent as he was attending an out of town meeting.  Also attending were, Eric Drushella, Road 
Supervisor, Harney County Planning Director, Brandon McMullen and County Clerk, Maria 
Iturriaga. 
 
→Public attending were, Jennifer Jenks, Burns Times Herald, Barbara Cannady and Mary 
Ausmus. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols led all in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
→Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the March 21 meeting minutes as mailed.  
Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
→Barbara Cannady requested she be recognized as “media” she publishes “Fizzle Flat – Round 
Robin” an e-alternative newsletter.  She also requested that the Commissioners be given 
information prior to meetings when decisions are to be made so they will have adequate time 
to research and contemplate the issue.  And if not, have the decision tabled until the next 
county court meeting.  Commissioner Nichols explained that the decision made at last County 
Court meeting regarding longevity was done because the original document could not be found 
and it was simply updating a practice that has been in place for years. 
 
→Mary Ausmus commented that at the last county court meeting when there was a discussion 
regarding the weed list there was no mention of “tarping” the hay trucks.  Commissioner 
Nichols stated this should be a topic of conversation at next County Court meeting. 
 
→Financial and statistical reports were reviewed by the court and vouchers approved by court’s 
signature. 
 
→Brandon McMullen, Planning Director was in attendance to update the court and review the 
2012 Silvies Watershed Risk Mapping, Assessment & Planning (MAP) Partnership Agreement.  
This agreement is used to document the regulatory and non-regulatory tools that communities 
involved in a Risk MAP Project will receive. 
 
→Public Notice of Water Use Requests from Oregon Water Resources Department, were 
reviewed by the court.  No objections to any of the requests were expressed by the court. 
 
→The court reviewed a letter from Governor Kitzhaber to Vicky Clemens notifying her of her 
appointment as Justice of the Peace in Harney County, effective as soon as she can be sworn in 
and the appointment will be to fill the position until a Justice of the Peace is duly elected and 
takes office.  (Mrs. Clemens was sworn in on April 2, 2012). 
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→There will be an additional County Court meeting on April 11, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 
→The court will review the Echanis mitigation plan for next county court meeting. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols mentioned that, because of the newspaper article, in regards to the 
Wolf advocate position there has been expression of interest by several individuals. 
 
→Commissioner Nichols mentioned there is interest in Juniper’s potential uses in regards to 
economic development.  
 
→Commissioner Runnels updated the court on the Southeast RAC (Resource Advisory Council) 
meeting issues. 
 
→Gary Defenbaugh stopped in to request the replacement of a culvert which was approved a 
while back on Whitehorse Rd.  Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor will re-visit this project to see 
where it is.  
 
→The court would like to review the Road inventory at next county court meeting. 
 
→There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Maria Iturriaga, CCC 
Harney County Clerk 


