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 Harney County Court Meeting 
May 16, 2012 

 

The Harney County Court convened in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s office at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 16, 2012. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty, 

Commissioner Dan Nichols and Commissioner Pete Runnels. Also present were County 
Road Supervisor Eric Drushella and Court Secretary Sharon Johnson. Public attending 
were: Bob Miles, Randy Parks and Barbara Cannady. Tom Andrade, Teri Cain and 

Herb Vloedman were present for portions of the meeting. 
 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 2, 2012 
meeting, Judge Grasty seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 
During Public Comment, Bob Miles asked if the County is still trying to bring factories 
and mills to the area. Judge Grasty responded, “Yes, we are”. A short discussion was 

held regarding that subject and Commissioner Nichols provided an update on the 
progress of Joseph’s Juniper. 
 

Judge Grasty updated the Court on the North Steens Transmission Line and a meeting 
that he had with the State Director of USFW, Paul Hanson, and Mike Mottice and Mike 
Haske of State BLM. Discussion followed. 

  
Judge Grasty asked Barbara Cannady to clarify a couple of statements that she had 
made on her blog regarding the road identification project. Ms. Cannady offered Judge 

Grasty the opportunity to write a statement for her blog on the subject. A lively 
discussion ensued. 
 

The Court then reviewed and signed Grant Agreement #28403 between the Oregon 
Department of Transportation and Harney County for general public transportation 
operations (Dial-A-Ride). Commissioner Nichols made a motion to sign Agreement 

#28403, Commissioner Runnels seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to appoint Debra Raymond to the Harney 

County Library Advisory Board as recommended by the Board; Commissioner Nichols 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Teri Cain, Director of Harney County Commission on Children and Families, was 
present seeking approval of Provider Contract renewals for CASA (Court Appointed 
Special Advocate), ESD (Education Service District), TEC (Training and Employment 

Consortium) and Kid’s Club. She briefly explained the contracts and said that the only 
contract with significant differences is the one for CASA; she then explained the 
changes. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the Contract Renewals for 
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CASA, ESD, TEC and Kid’s Club, Commissioner Runnels seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Judge Grasty updated the Court on the needs of the Training and Employment 
Consortium (TEC) office in Harney County saying that in order for them to remain open 

they are in need of office space. He noted that the Distance Learning Center of TVCC 
and EOU had recently called to say that they have some room in their offices and so 
that will probably be where TEC will relocate. He stated that originally three TEC offices 

had been slated for closure; Harney County’s being one of those three. 
 
Judge Grasty explained the request for a Road Inventory by the Oregon Cattlemen’s 

Association. He then updated the Court on the Cattlemen’s meeting that was held on 
May 15th to discuss the issue. 
 

Eric Drushella, County Road Supervisor, updated the Court on the progress of the 
bridge project on Old Experiment Station Road. Judge Grasty suggested that the Court 
do a Road Review trip soon. Consensus of the Court was to get together on May 30th at 

11 a.m. for the Road Review.  
 
Tom Andrade from the Oregon Department of Forestry was present to discuss the 

implementation of the Oregon Forestland, Urban Interface Fire Protection Act of 1997. 
He stated that the County needs to appoint three local citizens to the Classification 
Committee. One of those members must be someone who owns and lives on property 

that will be subject to the interface rules. Discussion followed. Commissioner Runnels 
made a motion to sign the Cooperative Agreement between Harney County and the 
Oregon Department of Forestry, State Forester, Agreement Number 09-12-01, 

Commissioner Nichols seconded, a short discussion was held, motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

Judge Grasty provided an update on the Blue Mountain Forest Plan revision project. A 
lengthy discussion followed. 
 

The meeting was recessed at 12:00 p.m. for lunch and reconvened at 1:10 p.m. 
 
Judge Grasty began a discussion regarding county support for PILT (Payment in Lieu of 

Taxes) and the use of a Lobbyist to assure that PILT continues. He explained that 
several Eastern Oregon Counties contribute to fund the Lobbyist and Harney County’s 
final payment is due now. Harney County will receive $1,000,000.00 this year due to 

those efforts. Judge Grasty made a motion to pay $5,000.00 to the Eastern Oregon 
Counties Regional Organization (EOCRO), Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Several items of correspondence were reviewed: 1) a letter from Fred Teutsch, 
regarding the damming of a slough on leased property; 2) a notice to Prospective 

Bidders from the Malheur National Forest on the Moo sale and 3) a memo from 
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Planning Director Brandon McMullen advising that two Planning Commission members’ 
terms are expiring. 

 
Tom Sharp, County Health Department Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, was on 
hand to update the Court on the draft Emergency Operations Plan and promulgation of 

that Plan. Mr. Sharp informed the Court that once they have a chance to look it over and 
approve it then the contractor will create five bound and tabbed copies for the County.  
The Plan was discussed at length. 

 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to submit the 2012 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant, Commissioner Runnels seconded, motion carried unanimously. 

 
Commissioner Nichols mentioned that he would like to make copies of Wallowa 
County’s Wolf Plan to give to the Harney County Wolf Committee; Court members were 

in support of that idea.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Sharon Johnson, 

Court Secretary 


