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Harney County Court Meeting 
May 2, 2012 

 

The Harney County Court convened in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s office at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
May 2, 2012. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty, Commissioner Dan Nichols and 

Commissioner Pete Runnels. Also present were County Road Supervisor Eric Drushella and Court 
Secretary Sharon Johnson. Public attending were: Theresa Raaf, Doug Jones, Barb Cannady, Herb 
Vloedman, Jim Schultz, Mary Ausmus, Bob Miles and Jennifer Jenks. 

 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the April 18, 2012 minutes, Commissioner Nichols 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 

Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by Court’s signature.  
 
During Public Comment Bob Miles inquired as to what was going on with the old mill site. Judge 

Grasty explained that a hay producer from Christmas Valley has purchased it and plans to put a hay 
squeeze operation in the building thereby creating a half dozen jobs. 
 

Commissioner Nichols introduced State Representative Cliff Bentz to the group. 
 
It was the consensus of the group to move Rep Bentz’ presentation to the top of the agenda. 

 
Rep Bentz presented a legislative update. Judge Grasty noted during the presentation that due to 
Commissioner Nichols hard work the Early Learning Council will be coming to Burns. Discussion 

followed. In answer to Rep Bentz’ question about what he should focus on in 2013 Judge Grasty 
offered the following items: 1) help get rid of regulation, 2) State employees should be focused on 
Economic Development in everything they say, 3) State Agencies need to offer help with their 

processes, 4) State should sell the Lottery Warm Site to Harney County and 5) when change is 
legislated it needs to be a slow process. 
 

Teresa Raaf, Malheur National Forest Supervisor and Doug Jones, Emigrant Creek District Ranger, 
were present to update the Court on the Forest Management Plan and the Travel Management Plan. 
Ms. Raaf stated that the focus of the Environmental Assessment is on Cross Country travel. A lengthy 

discussion followed. She also noted that if someone has a firewood permit they are allowed to drive 
cross country to reach a specific tree, as long as they don’t damage resources. A Briefing Paper, 
concerning Access and Travel Management, is available in the file associated with this meeting.  

  
Nick Miller, Wildlife Biologist and Jon Reponen, District Forester, from the BLM provided an update 
on upcoming BLM projects. Discussion followed.  

 
The meeting was recessed for lunch at 12:35 p.m. and reconvened at 1:40 p.m. 
   

Tom Sharp, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator for Harney County, provided an update on the 
County’s Emergency Preparedness progress. He said that on May 11 there will be a County Joint 
Emergency Exercise (Tsunami Refugee Influx) including Harney District Hospital, Harney County 

Public Health, Harney County Government and Oregon Emergency Management. The purpose of the 
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exercise is not necessarily to come up with solutions but to figure out what ques tions need to be 
asked and prepared for. A short discussion was held regarding Incident Command training and a 

grant that may be available to Harney County through OEM.  
 
In the matter of appointing Randall Lewis to the Harney County Mental Health Advisory Committee 

Commissioner Runnels made a motion to appoint Mr. Lewis, Commissioner Nichols seconded, 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

The next item of business was a discussion regarding the proposals received on the County Phone 
System bid. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to accept CenturyLink’s bid of $44,338.74, 
Commissioner Runnels seconded, a short discussion ensued, motion carried unanimously. Judge 

Grasty commented after the decision was made that he had recently received a call from CenturyLink 
offering a $4,000.00 reduction in labor costs. 
 

The Court then discussed Quality Assurance and Performance Standards for Symmetry Care. Judge 
Grasty noted that Symmetry Care had added a standard relating to billing and financial viability that 
the Court had suggested a few months ago. Judge Grasty made a motion to accept the QAPS for 

Symmetry Care, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously.  
 
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the letters from Tim Clemens and the Oregon Department of 

State Lands requesting that Harney County improve the Rye Grass to Crane Road as necessary to 
allow year-round access from the Crane-Buchanan Road westward approximately 2.8 miles. The 
Department of State Lands has partnered with Tim Clemens on an economic development project to 

develop eight to nine center pivots of irrigation ground and is willing to contribute a share towards the 
needed improvements. Consensus of the Court was to take a road trip with the Road Supervisor to 
view the area as soon as time permits. 

 
Judge Grasty mentioned that the BLM has not yet responded to the lawsuit on the North Steens 
Transmission Line and that any appeals would come after their response. Judge Grasty asked for the 

support of the Commissioners for him to sign the plan as soon as it’s done. 
   
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
 

Sharon Johnson 
Secretary, Harney County Court 


