
HARNEY COUNTY COURT MINUTES 
March 6, 2013 

 
 
The Harney County Court convened March 6, 2013 in Judge Grasty’s office.  Members attending 
were Judge Steven E. Grasty Commissioner Dan Nichols and Commissioner Peter Runnels.   Also 
present were Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor; Bryce Mertz; GIS Coordinator and Derrin (Dag) 
Robinson, County Clerk.  
 
Public attending were; Barbara Cannady, Samantha White, Herb Vloedman and Steve Rickman, 
Karen Moon and George Sieveking; Burns Postmaster. 
  
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the February 20, 2013 County Court minutes 
as mailed.  Judge Grasty seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Financial and statistical reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by signatures of the 
Court. 
 
Judge Grasty noted that the Environmental Assessment on the Holloway fire was received 
today, and urged the Commissioners to review it. 
 
Public comment 
 
Herb Vloedman suggested that the Court not impose the entire tax rate, this year so that 
taxpayers see relief in their taxes.  
 
Barbara Cannady shared correspondence and a map regarding an H-Brace being removed from 
her property, and states that was not on county right of way, and was on her property, and 
wanted it on record. Judge Grasty stated the court would look in to the incident, as they were 
unaware of it. 
 
George Sieveking, Burns Postmaster was present to discuss the post office situation at Fields.  
Tom and Sandy Downs have housed the Post Office under contract and asked for a rate 
increase. The increase was declined, and they in turn terminated their contract to house the 
post office, effective April 30th. The Postal Service has decided to put CBU Boxes in Fields in 
order for customers to receive mail that arrives 3 times a week.  Postmaster Sieveking was 
asking the Court’s permission and assistance from the Road Dept. for location of the Boxes. He 
preferred they be located on Fields Drive for convenience and security.  Mr. Sieveking 
reiterated, to make it clear, this was not a Postal Service decision; it was the decision of the 
business owner to terminate their contract.  The court’s concern was allowing time for the 
community to have time to contemplate finding a new location for the office, rather than going 
to just boxes.  Commissioner Nichols just wants the ability to allow folks to keep a physical 



location, and a contract there. Judge Grasty reiterated on a separate note, As Plan A, find a 
location for a new contract, and Plan B, install the CBU Boxes, but the Postal Service will need 
to assist with surveying to find a location. Postmaster Sievking will inquire with the Retail 
Specialists with the Postal Service, as to if there is another location for a contract Post Office, 
and then move forward with “Plan B.” He did explain that the Fields Zip Code will remain, and 
the addresses will not change. Judge Grasty reiterated that this is a situation between a 
contractor and the Postal Service, and that the court has no other involvement other than to 
coordinate locations if it happens to be in county right of way. 
 
Bryce Mertz, GIS Coordinator provided an update on the sign installation Contract.  He 
explained that it is a renewal of the current contract, with updates to the government rate for 
mileage, and it really only amounts to installation of a couple signs per year. There were no 
objections from the Court. 
 
Karen Moon, Watershed Coordinator was present to request appointment of Kristin Munday 
and Kyle Heinrick to vacancies on the Watershed Council.  Commissioner Nichols moved to 
appoint Kristin Munday and Kyle Heinrick to the Watershed Council, Commissioner Runnels 
second and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Court discussed the budget calendar for the misc. community groups and agencies last year 
each group and/or agency came and gave a presentation to the budget board. Judge Grasty 
asked the court if they wanted to do that again, or not.  Commissioner Runnels stated that he 
prefers they come in. Commissioner Nichols concurred. 
  
Judge Grasty regretfully informed the Court that Jean Cain submitted her resignation from the 
board late yesterday.  Commissioner Runnels moved to appoint Terri Hellbusch to fill the 
remainder of Ms. Cain’s term on the budget board.  Commissioner Nichols second and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution 2013-05, Retaining Certain Overpayments Made to County 
Departments, Derrin (Dag) Robinson, County Clerk, explained that the purpose for this 
resolution was to put it written policy what has been common practice for years.  Mr. Robinson 
explained that the overpayments referred to are recording fees from national title and 
document processing companies, which submit documents for recording with incorrect 
recording fees.  Oregon Statute requires that the fee accompany documents, and often times 
these companies include more than the required amount for recording, in order to prevent the 
documents from being rejected. It is costly and time consuming to send refund checks for less 
than 10.00 to the national companies, and most often, those checks are not cashed, and after a 
period of two years, these funds are turned over to the State, as unclaimed property. Mr. 
Robinson stated that any amount over 10.00 would continue to be refunded, and this situation 
is rare,   Commissioner Runnels moved to approve Resolution 2013-05, Commissioner Nichols 
second, and the motion carried unanimously.  
 



Judge Grasty stated that the Agreement with OSU Extension services will work as written, and 
will be presented on the agenda for the next court date as old business for approval. 
 
Judge Grasty updated the court regarding his attendance at the National Association of 
Counties Legislative Conference in Washington DC last week.   
 
Judge Grasty addressed Mr. Vloedman’s suggestion regarding imposing the tax rate for the 
fiscal year, and stated that is a County Court decision, not a budget board decision, and will be 
made in June.  The Court will discuss the process with County Assessor Ted Tiller. 
At 11:00 a.m.  The Court held an executive session in accordance with ORS 192.660(2)(h) to 
consult with legal counsel concerning the legal rights and duties of a public body with regard to 
current litigation or litigation likely to be filed. The resumed into regular session at 11:36 a.m., 
no action was taken.  
  
The Court reviewed Notices of use of water use requests. There were no objections to any 
requests. 
 
The Court will meet for a work session next Wednesday March 13. 2013.   
 
The Court briefly discussed the progress of the CCO process and organization.  
 
There being no further business, The Court adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Derrin (Dag) Robinson, CRA; CEA 
Harney County Clerk 
 
 
 


