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HARNEY COUNTY COURT MINUTES 
January 16, 2013 

 
 
The Harney County convened January 16, 2013 in Judge Grasty’s office.  Members attending were, 
Judge Steven E. Grasty Commissioner Dan Nichols and Commissioner Peter Runnels.   Also present 
were Eric Drushella, Road Supervisor, Angie Iturbide, Senior & Community Services Director, Jesse 
Barnes and Jim Campbell, Weed Control Coordinators, Tammy Wheeler, Trial Court Administrator; 
Cheryl Foster, Treatment Court Coordinator; Nellie Franklin, County Treasurer and Derrin (Dag) 
Robinson, County Clerk.  
 
Public attending were; Samantha White and Herb Vloedman and Jen Hoke, Director, Harney County 
Chamber of Commerce.  
  
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the January 2, 2013 county court minutes as mailed.  
Commissioner Nichols seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Financial and statistical reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by court’s signature. 
 
Public comment 
 
Herb Vloedman commented that he understood there was a grant application in the works that would 
provide for paving the nature trail, and hoped that decision would be reconsidered, as he felt it would 
make the nature trail unusable in the winter, due to the ice on the pavement. 
 
Mr. Vloedman asked what the status was of the windmill projects in Harney County. Judge Grasty 
stated that the statuses of the projects are that they are in litigation, thanks to The Oregon Natural 
Desert Association. They sue the BLM over every natural resource issue in Harney County.  Mr. 
Vloedman explained that he has seen windmills all over the country, and asked why it so difficult to get 
a project started here.  The Court explained the difference is that we have the Steens Mountains. 
 
The Court discussed the Application of Bill Burstow to purchase County owned land. Judge Grasty 
stated that there is a request from the neighboring land owner to table this decision until February 6.  
The Court has done an incredible amount of research on this parcel.  There are only two options, Keep 
it and not allow it to come for sale, or auction it.  Judge Grasty was in favor of deferring a decision for 
two weeks. The Court agreed. 
 
Angie Iturbide, Senior & Community Services Director; was present to discuss the Oregon Dept. of 
Transportation FTA Section 5310 Grant Application for fiscal year 2013-2015 funding. Ms. Iturbide  
 
stated that the STF committee has approved the application.  The Court confirmed that the County is 
the applicant, and contracts with the Senior & Community Services Center to provide the service. 
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Jesse Barnes, Weed Control Supervisor, and Jim Campbell HCWMA Coordinator; presented the 2012 
CWMA Seasonal Report. (CJ2013-41) 
  
Tammy Wheeler, Trial Court Administrator, and Cheryl Foster, Treatment Court Coordinator updated 
the Court regarding the Drug Court, and requested approval of a grant application continuing the Grant 
process,  and Reviewed statistics for the court. The current grant is due February 21, and it is a Federal 
Criminal Justice Commission Byrne/JAG Grant. Harney County is the recipient of the Grant, and 
Contracts with the Oregon Judicial Dept. to implement the program.  Commissioner Runnels moved to 
authorize Judge Grasty to sign the Application for the Byrne/JAG Grant. Commissioner Nichols second, 
and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Jen Hoke, Director, Harney County Chamber of Commerce; was present to update the Court on the 
Main Street Program. 
 
The Court reviewed Resolution 2013-02, In the Matter of the Adopting New Fees for Public Health 
Services by the Harney County Health Dept. Commissioner Nichols moved to adopt Resolution 2013-
02. Commissioner Runnels second, and the motion carried unanimously. (CJ2013-39) 
   
The Court reviewed the Budget Schedule for Fiscal Year 2013-2014. The Court will appoint Budget 
Board members on February 6th, 2013. 
 
The Court reviewed various annual Orders of Appointment for the coming year. 
Commissioner Nichols moved to Appoint Judge Grasty as Budget Officer for the coming year. 
Commissioner Runnels second, and the motion carried unanimously. (CJ2013-40) 
 
At the request of Justice of the Peace Donna Thomas, Commissioner Runnels moved to Appoint Sandra 
Richards, Vicky J. Clemens, and Matt Fine, Justices of the Peace Pro-tempore for 2013. Commissioner 
Nichols second, and the motion carried unanimously. (CJ2013-38) 
 
The Court reviewed a letter from The Oregon Consortium Board of Directors. The court recognized 
Judge Grasty as the County’s representative on that Board again for the coming year. 
 
The Court recognized Commissioner Runnels as the County’s representative on the Greater Eastern 
Oregon Development Commission Board of Directors again for the coming year. 
 
The Court reviewed the Malheur National Forest Schedule of Proposed Actions for winter, 2013.  The 
court discussed the possibility of a 10 year stewardship contract in the Malheur National Forest, and 
the pros and cons of such a contract.  Judge Grasty expressed concerns of there being winners and 
losers.  He is also concerned that with stewardship projects, there are no timber dollars for schools and 
roads included.  There is much to weigh in supporting this concept for long term.  Commissioner 
Nichols expressed similar concerns, but has been urged by timber operators to support the proposal, 
as it would provide job opportunities, for a longer term. Discussion will continue. 
 
At 2:00 pm The County Court opened the Public Hearing in the Matter of Amending Ordinance #29, 
Regulating Ambulance Service Area. Judge Grasty provided a brief explanation of the process and 
purpose of the Amendment.  Jeff Sceirine and Barb Chambers, Representatives from Harney District 
Hospital EMS; and Greg Dahms and Joshua Grossman from Airmedcare Network (Air Link) were 
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present for the discussion. A lengthy discussion ensued, concerning extrication, and Hazard Material 
incidents.  These are the places that we are ill prepared, and the solutions to those situations are 
unknown. Air Link provided information regarding a municipal-wide site plan, and the court will review 
the proposal. The Court will review the ordinance and plan, and make a decision on the Amendment 
on February 6, 2013. 
 
The Court reviewed the list of hours worked by Community Service Work Crews in 2012. A total of 
10,652 hours of community service projects were completed in 2012. 
 
The Court reviewed the Electrical Permit fees for the Senior Center addition project. By consensus, the 
Court will waive the County fee for that permit, and pay $17.04 to the State. 
 
The court reviewed their individual schedules for the coming two weeks. 
 
Commissioner Runnels updated the court with the latest regarding his involvement with the 
Coordinated Care Organization and The Harney-Malheur Housing Authority. 
 
Commissioner Nichols briefed the Court regarding his discussions with BLM regarding Miller Canyon 
and Homestead fires, Wolf Committee meetings and the Commission on Children and Families.  The 
Court had a lengthy discussion regarding the future of the Commission on Children and Families. 
Commissioner Nichols stated that it ceases on June 31, and a new organization begins July 1.   It will be 
up to the court to go from there. The new organization, Early Learning Council “Hub” as it is being 
called, will be made up of basically childhood education professionals, with a focus on children age 0 to 
6. Commissioner Nichols would like to see the former Commission on Children and Families be advisory 
to them, and the Court regarding prevention and other issues, as lay citizens. Commissioner Nichols 
stated that there are still many unknowns about the coming changes. 
  
Doug Jones, Malheur National Forrest Emigrant District Ranger dropped in for general conversation 
with the court. Mr. Jones will be retiring March 1st.  The Court thanked Mr. Jones for his cooperation 
during the time he has spent here as District Ranger, and wished him well in his retirement. 
 
Sheriff Dave Glerup was present and shared information with the court regarding the replacement of 
three Sheriff’s vehicles.  Judge Grasty stated that in the next fiscal year the county will need to replace 
two motor pool vehicles as well. 
 
There being no further business, the Court adjourned at 4:15. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Derrin (Dag) Robinson, CRA; CEA 
Harney County Clerk & Recorder 


