
HARNEY COUNTY COURT MINUTES 
May 1, 2013 

 
 
The Harney County Court convened May 1, 2013 in Judge Grasty’s office.  Members attending 
were Judge Steven E. Grasty, Commissioner Dan Nichols, and Commissioner Peter Runnels.   
Also present were Eric Drushella, Road Superintendent; Building Program Tech., Howard Palmer 
and Derrin (Dag) Robinson, County Clerk.  
 
Public attending were; Samantha White, Mary Ausmus and Scott Franklin. 
  
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the April 17, 2013 County Court minutes as 
mailed. Judge Grasty seconded, Commissioner Nichols noted a clerical error, in which he was 
referred to as “dan Commissioner Nichols”. County Clerk, Dag Robinson noted that the 
correction had been made. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Financial reports and Accounts Payable were reviewed and approved by signatures of the 
Court. 
 
Public comment 
 
Mary Ausmus asked about the digitization project, covered in the Burns Times- Herald. Derrin 
Robinson, County Clerk; gave a brief explanation of the project being completed by 
Familysearch, Inc. 

Judge Grasty briefly mentioned the need to prepare a drought declaration, and an issue with 
payroll electronic deposits and the software. 

Howard Palmer, Building Program Technician presented plans for a generic post frame building 
or “pole barn”. The intent is to make it easier for folks to get a building up and keep permit 
costs down. The idea is to have a generic set of plans available for use. These would be the 
minimum requirements.  Commissioner Nichols moved to accept the generic plan as presented 
as the minimum standard for such a building, Commissioner Runnels second, and the motion 
carried unanimously. (CJ2013-78) 

The Court discussed assigning hours of ordinance enforcement, specifically nuisance 
abatement, to a staff person. The Court agreed by consensus. 

The Court reviewed drafts of the resolutions creating the Drug Free Community Fund, and the 
Early Learning Council Fund.  The Commission on Children and Families (CCF) Fund now 
contains these funds and with the elimination of the CCF, it is necessary to segregate these 



funds.  The Court also reviewed a Resolution In The Matter of Establishing a Predatory Wildlife 
Compensation Fund. Some changes in language were suggested. The resolutions will be 
presented for adoption at the next county court meeting. 

United States Air Force Col. Jeremy Baenen and Col. Wes French were in attendance to present 
the 173rd Fighter Wing Airspace expansion proposal. The Air Force is proposing expanding the 
airspace used for training purposes in Southwest Harney County.  The Court is in support of the 
expansion.  (CJ-2013-77) 

The Court discussed Steens Mountain Advisory Council (SMAC) member nominations. 
Commissioner Runnels moved to nominate for reappointment Richard Jenkins and Dick Otley to 
the SMAC.  Commissioner Nichols second, motion carried unanimously. 

The Court reviewed a Cooperative Service Agreement for APHIS Wildlife Services. 
Commissioner Nichols moved to sign the agreement. Commissioner Runnels second, and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

The Court discussed the recent decision of ODOT regarding demolition of the rest area at 
Brothers, and replacing it with vault toilets. Judge Grasty has written to the Director of ODOT, 
and the Regional Director, and the Area Commission on Transportation, and expressed deep 
concern and dissatisfaction. 

The Court reviewed Notices of Water Use Requests, there were no objections. 

There being no further business, the Court adjourned, and went on a road viewing of OO Rd. 
and Sod House Ln, with the Road Supervisor, at 12:00 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Derrin (Dag) Robinson, CRA, CEA    
Harney County Clerk  
 


