
HARNEY COUNTY COURT MINUTES 
May 15, 2013 

 
 
The Harney County Court convened May 15, 2013 in Judge Grasty’s office.  Members attending 
were Judge Steven E. Grasty, Commissioner Dan Nichols, and Commissioner Peter Runnels.   
Also present were Eric Drushella, Road Superintendent; and Derrin (Dag) Robinson, County 
Clerk.  
 
Public attending were; Samantha White, Herb Vloedman, Barbara Cannady, and Kathy 
Rementeria. 
  
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the May 1, 2013 County Court minutes as 
mailed.  Judge Grasty seconded, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Financial reports and Accounts Payable were reviewed and approved by signatures of the 
Court. 
 
Public comment 
 

Herb Vloedman mentioned the lack of efficiency of Government to recognize the Korean War Veterans, 
and asked if Harney County had any affirmative action policies in terms of preference for veterans for 
hiring.  Judge Grasty stated Harney County does not at this time.  Commissioner Nichols mentioned that 
the County does provide a full time veterans services officer that assists veterans with a wide array of 
services and benefits, of which most counties do not, and worked diligently to site a Veterans Clinic here 
in Harney County.  Mr. Vloedman thanked the court for their continued support of Veterans Services. 

Barbara Cannady apologized for missing the last court meeting and missed the presentation from the Air 
Force regarding the air space expansion, and asked the court to re-cap what the benefits of the 
expansion would be to Harney County.  Judge Grasty stated the court does not want to spend time 
revisiting that today.   Commissioner Runnels said it saves a great deal of tax dollars to do it there, 
versus over the ocean.  Ms. Cannady was asked to call the Air Force Colonels that  were here for the 
presentation for questions regarding the proposed expansion. 

Judge Grasty provided a brief Sage grouse update.  The Current issue is habitat fragmentation. 

On May, the court reviewed Double OO Road, and Sodhouse Lane.  The Court looked at the location of a 
rock source on Double OO Rd.  The Court was granted a right of way on the OO Rd.   The County has had 
one, and it is recognized by the BLM. The Court recognized that there is a part of the Double OO Rd. that 
needs a lift as well, but is not part if this project. 



The Court Discussed the Early Learning Council Hub.  Commissioner Nichols reported that after July 1, 
2013, the State will be accepting Hub proposals.  Grant County is willing to partner with Harney as the 
Hub, and Lake County is considering both Harney and Klamath County, to see where they would align. 
Dan asked if the Court wanted to continue discussions with Klamath County as partner in our Hub 
proposal.  Judge Grasty said we need to make this work for this County.  Dan said what is being done 
here is what the Governor has asked for.   It is specifically early learning, ages 0 to 6, and is far more 
specific than the former Commission on Children and Families.  Commissioner Nichols said we jumped 
on this because we didn’t want someone else driving Harney County’s destiny in the process.  We were 
progressive in planning a hub proposal.  It will be specifically designed to focus on pre-kindergarten. 
There isn’t a huge design difference from CCF, as the county is the administrative officer.  Klamath 
County is interested in an opinion from this court.  The Court feels Klamath County distance is simply too 
far to provide efficient services, but if there really is a minimum of 4000 children set, then it may be a 
requirement.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding how our service delivery process has worked well 
in the past, and fear that this regionalization will diminish the effectiveness and efficiency of the 
programs.  The Court reviewed a letter of agreement to administer Healthy Start Funding, as an interim 
agreement to perform the services, during the period between the changing of the funding structures of 
the Commission on Children and Families and the Early Learning Council formations.  Commissioner 
Nichols moved to allow the County to receive Healthy Start Funding, Flexible Funding and receive a 4% 
administrative rate. Commissioner Runnels second, motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Nichols moved to adopt Resolution 2013-11; Establishing the Early Learning Council Fund. 
Commissioner Runnels second, motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Runnels moved to adopt Resolution 2013-10; Establishing the Drug Free Communities 
Fund, separating those funds from the Commission on Children and Families. Commissioner Nichols 
second, motion carried unanimously. 

The court discussed use of funding balances in Commission on Children Basic Capacity Funds, currently.  
The Court prioritized funding of programs for the continuation of this year as follows: 1) Youth 
Conservation Corp for full year, and Kids Club for full year; $35,000, 2) Positive youth program from 
Harney Partners; 5000. 3) Skate Park needs; 5000.00, 4) Performing Arts matching funds; 5000. 
Commissioner Runnels moved to prioritize funding as expressed here, Commissioner Nichols second, 
motion carried unanimously. 

Tim Colahan, District Attorney was present to update the court on the Local Public Safety Coordinating 
Council.  Mr. Colahan explained what it does, what the County’s responsibility is. The Court is to appoint 
two lay citizens. Court should advertise for membership of lay citizens. The Council is required by 
statute. It has budgetary oversight for community corrections, and is to develop a plan to use state and 
local resources to deal with offenders, both adult and juvenile. 

Commissioner Nichols moved to Adopt Resolution2013-12; Extending Workers Compensation benefits 
to volunteers of Harney County. Commissioner Runnels second, the motion carried unanimously. 



The Court discussed the possible need for a Drought Declaration.  Judge Grasty has researched the steps 
and found there is a federal drought declaration in Humboldt County,  Nevada that includes Harney 
County as a bordering County.  We have federal drought status, and will be applying for State Status. 

Judge Grasty gave a brief update regarding the final Blue Mountain Forest plan. Harney County funded 9 
years of effort, and as proposed, it will barely keep the mills open running, nothing more.  Judge 
suggested we support it from a regional standpoint, but is not satisfied with the outcome, based on the 
amount of time and effort put forth.  

In the Matter of a Building Official for Harney County, Judge Grasty recommended offering the position 
20 hours a week, with the benefit package. That is less expensive than contracting as the position is 
currently.  It does not eliminate ALL of the out-of-county Inspectors, but the vast majority, excluding 
large commercial structures, such as a hospital. By consensus the court agreed to allow Judge Grasty to 
offer the position.  

The Court reviewed miscellaneous correspondence, scheduling, and Water Use Requests, of which there 
were no objections. 

There being no further business, the Court adjourned at 12:22 p.m. 

 

Derrin Robinson, CRA; CEA 
Harney County Clerk 


