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In The County Court of the State of Oregon for Harney County  
Minutes of the County Court 

July 16, 2014 
 

The Harney County Court convened in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s office at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday July 16, 2014. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty, 
Commissioner Dan Nichols, Commissioner Pete Runnels, Roadmaster Eric Drushella, 
Deputy Sheriff Brian Needham, Brandon McMullen, Planning Director and Derrin (Dag) 
Robinson, County Clerk.  
  
Others in attendance included, Herb Vloedman, Samantha White, Barbara Kull, Travis 
Williams, and Randy Fulton 
 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Runnels made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 2, 2014, 
meeting, Judge Grasty seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Vouchers were reviewed and approved by Court Signatures. 
 
Public Comment:  
Herb and Eric discussed the Veterans signs. 

Judge Grasty provided a brief status update on the sage grouse matter. Two issues- 
Resource management plan, and then list or not list, and then sage con. 

Randy Fulton, Economic Development Coordinator provided an update to the court 
regarding his recent activities. 

The Court reviewed Resolution 2014-08 in the matter of supporting the Designation of a 
New Local Workforce Investment Area Including Harney, Malheur, Grant, Wallowa, 
Union, Baker Umatilla and Morrow Counties. Commissioner Nichols moved to adopt 
Resolution 2014-08. Judge Grasty seconded.   Commissioner Runnels stated since 
there is really no other option, the court would go along with this concept under duress.  
The Motion carried unanimously. 

Tara Martinak, BLM Public Information Officer; Sgt. Brian Needham, Deputy Sheriff; and 
Tom Sharp, Emergency Management Coordinator; were all present to provide status 
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briefings on the Buzzard Complex fires. Martinak discussed perimeters and loss status. 
She stated it was nearing 155,000 acres at this point. Needham discussed law 
enforcement issues and Sharp updated the court on the fire line, which has been 
developed on the West boundaries of Burns and Hines by the County in cooperation 
with the public works departments of the Cities of Burns and Hines.  

The Court discussed briefly the Juntura cut-off road and a scheduled meeting at the site 
next Tuesday July 22, at 10:00 a.m. PST.  

The Court reviewed the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department County Parks 
Assistance Program Application.  It is a regular submission, and allows for the County to 
receive $10,008 towards the County Park Fund. 

The Court recognized the Assessors Certified Ratio Study Acceptance and 
Recommendation. 

The Court discussed attendance at the Blue Mountains Coalition of Collaboratives Mid-
Year meeting in John Day, July 29-31, 2014. 

 Mike McArthur, AOC Executive Director, will be here and will meet with Harney County 
elected officials next week. 

The Court recessed at 12:10 p.m. 

The Court reconvened in the Courthouse meeting room at 1:30 p.m. for the purpose of 
a public hearing to look at, and recognize, the road inventory map.  

Judge Grasty provided a brief explanation, stating the origination of this project was at 
the request of the Stock Growers Association. He explained the disclaimer for the map. 

The Judge stated this mirrors the process that was used during the creation of the 
Steens Management Plan and the purpose is to affirm what roads exist. He stated this 
is not intended to make these county roads, or guarantee any access, simply a 
documented inventory. 

Summarized Testimony was as follows: 

Travis Williams, President of the Harney County Stock Growers Association, stated they 
brought the suggestion to the court 2 plus years ago and asked landowners to 
document their roads and what they were used for and when. 

Mike Weil stated he has concerns with closing ANY road, private or public.  He would 
like to see it kept for whatever purpose. 

Susan Bush stated she believes since this is a map, meadowlands ranches roads 
should be recognized as roads, and it is not a very friendly map, and is incomplete. 
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Barbara Cannady submitted written testimony and state she has problem with a 
common identifier- no distinction between private and public lands. (Written testimony is 
attached). 

Barbara Kull stated she attended a meeting regarding forest roads.  Some felt this was 
a good thing but then found by identifying the roads, they were setting them up to be 
closed.  She has a great concern about United Nations Agenda 21.  She feels it is a 
very real problem facing the people here and it is much bigger in scope, and wonders 
what can be done about it.  

Martin Davies asked if the court has any power to fix this. Court members 
acknowledged “No.” He has concerns about trespass but is ok with folks finding a legal 
access to public land. 

Scott Franklin expressed concerns about access, both historical and annual. He feels 
creating illegal fences the taxpayers have to fund removing needs to stop. 

Warren Gillespie said he was present to just get informed. 

Linda Neal stated she was present mostly as a concerned citizen to listen about the 
issues related to roads.   

Gary Marshall stated he was unhappy with the personal attacks and supports keeping 
these historically used roads on the map. 

Paul Bradley suggested calling the title of the map “Inventory” not specifically. He 
agrees with access, good neighbors, sharing, and asked for a transportation plan that 
allows people to access their landlocked properties. 

Stacy Davies stated he was here to listen. He agrees this is a huge issue. He stated 
there is law in place regarding property access and knows it isn’t the court’s agenda to 
change law.  Davies stated we need the public land roads inventoried to keep them 
open. Then there is sage grouse. He went on to say, from that standpoint, how do we 
balance the development cap, if there are roads there, or not there? How does it fit in? 
He suggested we keep working at this and keep working through all the different angles 
in which this can be used.  He suggested it say “roads that exist or have existed,” and 
used that term questionably. 

Eddie Brown spoke as a land owner. He believes we should take more time and keep 
working at it. There are roads that are not on the map, on some maps but not this one.  
He believes those need to be recognized as well and work on this until it is complete.  

It was asked why the roads in the Steens Mountain Cooperative Management Area are 
not on the map. Commissioner Nichols responded that this inventory was completed 
there at that point, there is sense in doing it again, and it is designated as it is. He went 
on to say in part the Stock growers and another county were doing this, and asked it to 
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be done, so the court took it on. He explained Wilderness designation requires 5,000 
acre blocks of non-roaded areas. This is something of great concern and it was a way to 
start preventing that. He said he thought we were doing the will of some of the people to 
take this inventory. He thanked the cattlemen and stock growers for help. Commissioner 
Nichols reiterated there is no hidden agenda; the court honestly believed they were 
doing the right thing.  

Commissioner Runnels reiterated there is no agenda to close any roads. It is to point 
out what is out there and has been out there, to prevent the 5,000 acre blocks. The 
intent is to protect what we have.  He felt all the comments are good, colors are a good 
idea, and it would not be a problem to take more time.  

Judge Grasty read aloud written testimony in support of the inventory from Amy 
Woodruff, Javier Goirigolzarri, Patrick and Rose Marie McPurdy, and Randell Drake, 
Director of Pacific Northwest Four Wheel Drive Association. (The letters are attached.)  

Judge Grasty explained the court is simply trying to make an inventory of roads. He 
explained that when he took office, he spent at least a day a week researching road 
issues. The road history project that is being worked on by the County road historian 
and Dale White IS NOT RELATED TO THIS MAP. That project is to identify the 
documentation that legalized all COUNTY roads. This transportation inventory is not 
opening, closing, or changing roads in anyway. 

He said in regards to Meadowland Ranches roads, the court has discussed this. The 
County’s legal counsel has said time and time again, the landowners have to go 
together and go to Circuit Court to fix it. They are not dedicated roads. Ownership by a 
non-existing corporation is between the corporation and the land owner.  Judge Grasty 
referred briefly to the earlier mention of “Agenda 21”, and said court is not involved with 
it, and can’t do anything about that. He reiterated the fact that in recent months this 
Court has aggressively said NO to proposed regulation after proposed regulation. Judge 
Grasty said he likes the ideas presented and the intent is not to change or challenge 
state law in any way. 

He asked, why move ahead? The Stock growers proposed this, and the possibility of 
sage grouse listing.  It will be the biggest detriment to the economy and livelihood of this 
county in history.   

 He explained the Court purposely did not designate road types, such as state, county, 
forest, private, etc. The Court didn’t want a debate about what is what. Maybe that was 
a mistake. 

Judge Grasty concluded his comments passionately, defending the work of the court to 
represent the will of the people of Harney County and their best interests, and attempts 
to question the Court’s integrity and intent. (A complete transcript is attached.) 
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Commissioner Runnels suggested color coding the roads listed by color. 

Commissioner Nichols suggested realistically, with the attempt at what was to be done, 
it could stop here and say this is it. Commissioner Nichols said that isn’t worth the time, 
effort, and cost.  This shows an inventory.  If sage grouse goes to court, this inventory 
might not matter anyway. 

Travis Williams added the Stock Growers were aware other groups were trying to tie up 
roadless areas of 5,000 acres.  That’s what this was all about. 

Barbara Cannady asked why the stock growers didn’t have a public meeting.  Williams 
explained they met with the 4x4 club and they were in favor of doing this at a meeting in 
Hines a year or so ago. 

Barbara Kull stated again concerns of identifying the roads, for them to be closed. 

Stacy Davies reiterated it is better to start with something. If it’s not mapped, we can’t 
defend it in the future.  He commended the Court for their efforts with this. 

Judge Grasty suggested leaving the comment period open for 90 days, accepting 
comments only related to the disclaimer; to add a road or remove a road. 

Commissioner Nichols suggested not setting a date yet but adding it as an agenda item 
at the next court meeting. 

Commissioner Nichols moved the Court adjourn at 3:00 p.m. Commissioner Runnels 
seconded, the motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Derrin (Dag) Robinson, CRA; CEA 

Harney County Clerk & Recorder 
 
See Attachments 
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