
HARNEY COUNTY COURT MEETING 
March 5, 2008 

 

The Harney County Court convened on March 5, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge 
Steven E. Grasty’s office. Members attending were Judge Steve Grasty and 
Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack Drinkwater. Also attending were Harney 
County Road Supervisor Kerry Landers, County Clerk Maria Iturriaga and County 
Court Secretary Sharon Johnson. 
 
Public attending were Patty Dorroh, Director of the Commission on Children and 
Families, Mary Ausmus and Sam Kazer. 
 
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the February 20, 2008 
minutes as mailed, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by 
Court’s signature. 
 
During public comment County Clerk Maria Iturriaga was present to remind the 
Court that the Annual Statement of Economic Interest will be sent out shortly and 
that it must be returned to the State by April 15. In addition, she informed the 
Court that there will now also be quarterly statements and that the first quarter 
statement will need to be sent in by April 15 as well. Discussion followed.  
 
Ms. Iturriaga also informed the Court that she had spoken to someone from the 
Secretary of State’s office regarding the letter received from Bill Bradbury on the 
Voter Assistance Program and was told that there is a great deal more 
information relative to the program that will be sent out in about three weeks. The 
Court decided to hold off on discussing the letter until the information was 
received.   
 
Mary Ausmus commented that there were people in Judge Grasty’s office prior to 
the meeting and she thought he should state who they were and what they were 
here for. Judge Grasty explained that there was a representative from the John 
Day office of Training and Employment Consortium and one from the Ontario 
office of the Employment Department who stopped by to discuss an idea with 
him while they were in town for the day.  
 
The application by George and Tammy Valentine for an approach off of Crane 
Buchanan Road was reviewed. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to 
approve the application, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. Mr. Landers noted that the approach would require a culvert. 
 



Judge Grasty explained that the BLM has applied for a grant for facility 
improvements at Moon Reservoir and that they have opened a public comment 
period which will close on March 21, 2008. Improvements suggested are an 
upgraded launch ramp, vault toilet, parking facility, cattleguard and fencing, along 
with graveling of access roads. Discussion followed. No action was taken. 
 
The Court then reviewed and discussed a Road Naming Application for a road off 
of Double O Road to be named McCanna Road. Bryce Mertz, GIS Coordinator, 
explained that roads running predominantly north/south would be known as 
Roads and those running predominantly east/west would be known Lanes. 
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the name McCanna Road, 
Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Cheryl Keniston, Director of Public Health, explained the need to create a fee 
schedule for elective services provided to the public that are currently not being 
charged for. She explained that the reason for the fees is to recover the costs to 
the Health Department associated with a variety of elective tests. Commissioner 
Drinkwater made a motion to approve the fee schedule, Commissioner Nichols 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Ms. Keniston then explained the Public Health Mutual Aid Agreement between 
Deschutes, Crook, Douglas, Grant, Harney, Jefferson, Klamath, Lake, Linn, and 
Wheeler Counties. Discussion followed. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to 
approve the Agreement, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Court discussed a news release from US Fish and Wildlife Service 
announcing that the greater sage-grouse will receive additional review to 
determine if the species warrants protection under the Endangered Species Act. 
It also said that the Service is opening a 90-day public comment period to allow 
all interested parties an opportunity to provide information regarding the status of 
the species. Judge Grasty recommended commenting on the issue. 
 
Judge Grasty noted that there is enough money to offer Title III funds this year. 
Discussion followed. Consensus of the Court was to get an ad in the paper 
requesting proposals as soon as possible. 
 
Patty Dorroh, Gwen Haigh, Kathy Rementeria, Thad Labhart and John 
Copenhaver were on hand to present the draft of the Drug Free Communities 
Grant as requested at the last County Court meeting. The Court reviewed and 
discussed the document with the group. Ms. Dorroh pointed out that the grant 
document would also be used as a job plan by the person hired to direct the 
program. The Court discussed verbiage to be used in a letter of support for the 
grant. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to allow Judge Grasty to sign the 
final draft document of the grant when it is available, Commissioner Drinkwater 
seconded, motion carried unanimously. 



 
Phil Kessinger, Chair of the Rural Fire District Committee, stopped by to update 
the Court on the progress being made. He noted that should the District be 
formed he believed that taxpayers would be charged at their farm deferral rate 
not the standard tax rate. He also explained that at first the District would work 
with the local Fire Departments until the District could purchase its own 
equipment. He said they are getting close to starting the petition process.  
 
The Court recessed for lunch and a road tour at 11:55 a.m. Court reconvened at 
1:30 p.m. and there being no further business adjourned at that time. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Johnson 
 


