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Harney County Court Minutes 

April 2, 2008 

 

The Harney County Court convened April 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Judge Grasty’s office.  

Members attending were, Judge Steve Grasty and Commissioners Dan Nichols and Jack 

Drinkwater.  Also attending were, Kerry Landers Road Supervisor and Chief Deputy 

County Clerk, Derrin Robinson. 

 

Public attending were Bill Wilber, Lauren Brown of the Burns Times Herald and 

Susan Christensen with Oregon Dept. of Environmental Quality. 

 

Judge Grasty led all the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the March 19 County Court 

minutes as presented.  Commissioner Nichols seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Financial and statistical reports were reviewed and vouchers’ approved by court’s 

signature. 

 

Judge Grasty Explained proposed Resolution 2008-06 transferring funds from the 

Wages and Salaries category to the Materials and Supplies category of Harney 

Behavioral Health Fund 201- 2, Independence Place. Commissioner Drinkwater moved 

to Sign Resolution 2008-06, In the Matter of Transferring Funds Due to Unexpected 

Occurrence or Condition. Commissioner Nichols second, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Judge Grasty presented and reviewed the proposed Notice of Closed Harney County 

Landfill, specifically the former Crane Landfill. The Notice is to be signed by the Court 

and Recorded in the Deed records for that specific property as to information regarding 

the previous use. Commissioner Nichols reiterated that this is just one of the final steps in 

the formal closure of the Crane land fill, and is simply a requirement of the Dept. of 

Environmental Quality. Commissioner Nichols moved to sign the Notice of Closed 

Landfill, Commissioner Drinkwater second, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Judge Grasty reported that he was informed that a perspective petition had been filed 

with the county clerk, for the formation of a fire district, and that signatures are currently 

being gathered. The Court plans to seek advice from legal counsel, and possibly another 

county for guidance procedurally, if and/or when the petition is presented to the court. 

 

The court reviewed a letter from Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, seeking input on 

their proposed Budget. Commissioner Nichols wants to ensure that predator control is 

included, and emphasized its importance. 

 

The court shared their disappointment regarding the recent dissolution of the office of 

rural policy, and hoped that it would one day be re-implemented.  
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The court reviewed a letter from the State Marine Board regarding the grant 

application for the Ramp, Parking, Restroom and Road Project. The Marine Board 

deferred the application at this time as it did not meet their criteria. 

 

The court reviewed a proposed weed ordinance, presented by the weed board. The 

Court has concerns with several issues in the draft ordinance, such as the requirement of 

the Appointment of a Weed Inspector, and the administrative matters that pertain, such as 

salary scale, job descriptions etc. Judge Grasty was also concerned with the draft 

language that an advisory board would provide direction to staff. He stated generally the 

court does not allow any advisory boards to supervise staff, they are advisory to the 

County Court, and he would be opposed to any staff supervision by an advisory board in 

an ordinance. Judge Grasty stated that there is a very formal process the governing body 

has to follow, regarding ordinances, including publications, hearings and readings.  It was 

the consensus of the court that the proposal needs further discussion with the weed 

department and weed board and would ask them to come to court and have these 

discussions previous to the Ordinance process.  

 

The Court reviewed Notices of Water Use Requests; there were no objections to any 

requests. 

 

The Court reviewed their schedules and calendars for the next week, and there being 

no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:32.a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Derrin Robinson, C.R.A., C.E.A,  

Chief Deputy Harney County Clerk 

 


