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Harney County Court Meeting 
August 18, 2010 

 

 

The Harney County Court convened on Wednesday, August 18, 2010 at 10:00 
a.m. in Judge Steven E. Grasty’s office. Members attending were Judge Steve 
Grasty, Commissioner Dan Nichols and Commissioner Jack Drinkwater. Also 
attending were Road Supervisor Eric Drushella, and County Court Secretary 
Sharon Johnson. Public attending were Patty Dorroh, Director of the Commission 
on Children and Families, Alicia Goodson Drug Free Community Coordinator, 
Linda Johnson, Hilda Allison, Pete Runnels and Debbie Raney of the Burns 
Times Herald. Vern Brown and Chris Siegner of Harney Behavioral Health were 
present for part of the meeting. 
  
Judge Grasty led all in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the August 3, 2010 minutes 
as mailed, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Statistical and Financial reports were reviewed and vouchers approved by 
Court’s signature. 
 
The Court reviewed an application for an approach off of Foley Road by Kirk and 
Lindsay Davies. Road Supervisor Eric Drushella recommended approving the 
application; Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to approve the application, 
Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously.  
 
Alicia Goodson addressed the Court explaining the Drug Free Communities 
Grant. Patty Dorroh explained the Readiness Assessment part of that program. 
Ms. Dorroh also presented Amendment #3 to the 2009/2011 Intergovernmental 
Agreement between the State of Oregon Commission on Children and Families 
and Harney County Commission on Children and Families. Ms. Dorroh explained 
that the only adjustment on the Amendment is on the funding page because of 
allocation reductions by the Governor July 1st of this year. Commissioner Nichols 
made a motion to approve Amendment #3, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, 
motion carried unanimously. Ms. Dorroh then presented the Provider Contracts 
to be signed for the new year. Contracts included were for programs provided by: 
Harney ESD/Early Childhood Center, the Kids Club of Harney County, Grant-
Harney CASA and Training and Employment Consortium. They are the same 
contracts that were funded last year. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to 
approve the four contracts as presented, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Oregon Secretary of State, Kate Brown, stopped by to say hello. She was in town 
attending the Oregon Association of County Clerks conference. 
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The next item of discussion was the possibility of shared jobs, specifically in 
Home Health/Hospice. Details of wages/benefits as well as continuity of care, 
ability to fill part time positions, precedence being set, etc. were the issues 
discussed at length. Consensus of the Court was to have further discussion and 
to gather more information. 
 
At 11:00 a.m. the one bid that was received on the Harney Behavioral Health 
Building Staircase Project was opened. Precision Machine bid $10,488.00 on the 
aluminum version and $8,222.18 on the steel version. The bid includes building 
the staircase and installing it. Commissioner Drinkwater made a motion to accept 
the bid, Commissioner Nichols seconded, motion carried unanimously. The need 
for a new cement pad at the base of the staircase was discussed. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Judge Grasty informed the Court that the entire Congressional Delegation from 
Oregon is going to meet with US Department of Agriculture Secretary Vilsack in 
Portland. This is an unprecedented event and the only other people in the room 
will be Commissioners from around the State. Three Commissioners will be given 
the opportunity to speak; Judge Grasty being one of those three. The Secretary 
and the Delegation will be discussing the possibility of reauthorization of the 
Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act of 2000. This Act is 
the source of federal funding for timber communities. 
 
The Court then discussed the FY2011 Work and Financial Plan between USDA, 
APHIS, Wildlife Services and Harney County. Judge Grasty made a motion to 
sign the Financial Plan, Commissioner Drinkwater seconded, motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
A notice from the Oregon Department of Administrative Services was reviewed 
regarding the sale of a parcel of land to the Frenchglen School.   
 
A discussion was held regarding the Boardman to Hemingway Transmission Line 
Project. Judge Grasty said that Idaho Power is still considering a route through 
Harney County. The reason is that EFSC requires a single designated route and 
they then determine whether or not to approve it; BLM requires alternatives so 
they are doing a parallel process because Idaho Power considered this route and 
because others recommended it during the Idaho Power process they feel they 
have to consider the route. Judge Grasty said that when he spoke to 
representatives from Idaho Power regarding the route through Harney County he 
suggested the need for a consultant to work on the EIS that would be required 
and further suggested that Idaho Power provide the money.  
 
Judge Grasty provided a short update on several Environmental Impact 
Statements: 1) The North Steens Transmission Line; 2) The Blue Mountain 
Forest Plan; 3) The Comprehensive Conservation Plan and 4) Vegetation 
Treatment Using Herbicides. 
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The meeting was recessed at 12:00 p.m. for lunch and reconvened at 2 p.m. 
 
Cheryl Keniston, Director of Public Health, and Cody Hodges, Consultant, were 
present to update the Court on the School Based Health Center project. The 
project was discussed at length. 
 
The topic shifted to the morning’s discussion about the possibility of job sharing. 
The Court asked Ms. Keniston for her thoughts on the job share possibility and 
the issues identified earlier in the meeting. Judge Grasty said he would make a 
few phone calls to other counties to see if there are any counties with a job share 
program. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 3 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Sharon Johnson 
Secretary, Harney County Court 
 


